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Irish Fest on the Hill 

 

On Saturday, August 8th from 4:00pm to 

10:30pm about 350 folks attended the 2nd An-

nual Irish Fest on the Hill Fund Raiser. What 

a fabulous evening! 

 

Again this year there was great entertainment 

and a wonderful dinner of corned beef and cab-

bage, sausage with peppers and onions plus ham-

burgers and hot dogs. Traditional Irish music 

was provided by the Shamrock Road band and 

the Four Leaf Peat band. The Lowland Strings  

and Starland Gypsy bands also performed. 

 

A great ñSilent Actionò 

featured an Italian Din-

ner for Eight prepared by 

Chef Father Joe and Chef 

Father Marcos at your 

home. 

 

A special ñthank youò to 

Becky Birdwell, the Irish 

Fest committee and all the 

volunteers who made the 

Irish Fest on the Hill a 

huge  success. 

And a very special ñthank youò to all of you who 

joined us at our 2nd Annual Irish Fest on the 

Hill Fund Raiser. Guests from several  Knox-

ville Catholic Churches joined us for this won-

derful evening. Through your participation the 

Irish Fest was a big success. Funds raised will be 

used to repair and refurbish Immaculate Concep-

tionôs  Monstrance.  

A Beacon on the Hill  
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Meet Our New Pastoral Council 
 

By the grace of the Holy Spirit our new 2009 to 

2012 Pastoral Council was selected. Of the 11 

members that makeup the new Pastoral Council 

three were appointed by Father Joe including 

Rosilyn Flanagan, Gregory Gass and Carol 

OôFarrell. Eight were chosen by drawing names 

ñfrom a hatò - two at each of the weekend 

Masses on April 18th and 19th.  Our new 2009 to 

2012 Pastoral Council consists of four who were 

prior Pastoral Council members including Dr. Al 

Hazari, Andrew Levan, Phyllis Lockwood and 

Kevin Wyatt and seven new members including 

Sharon Bitzer, Rosilyn Flanagan, Gregory Gass, 

Shirley Harris, Cindy McLoughlin, Carol OôFar-

rell and Cathy Wade.   

 

Contact information including telephone num-

bers and e-mail addresses is available on our 

web site icknoxville.org. You can use either the 

electronic Suggestion Box on our web site or the 

Suggestion Box in the Parish Hall to share your 

thoughts, feelings and ideas which are truly val-

ued by the Pastoral Council.  

 

A special thank you to all of you for your ser-

vice and contribution to Immaculate Conception. 

May the Holy Spirit bless you and forever be 

your inspiration. 
 

KOC Helps St. Joseph School 
 

On June 

13th the 

Kn i gh t s 

of Co-

l u m b u s 

held its 

a n n u a l 

yard sale 

at Shea 

Hall. Pro-

c e e d s 

w e r e 

used  to help fulfill the KOC pledge to the St. 

Joseph School Capital Campaign.  

The recent 

St. Joseph 

S c h o o l 

C a p i t a l 

C a m p a i g n 

raised funds 

to build a 

new gymna-

sium. Con-

struction of 

the new gym 

is underway and is scheduled to be completed 

within a couple of months. Thanks to all of you 

for your support of St. Joseph School. 

 

BYOB Ice Cream Social and Movie 

 

On Sun-

day, July 

26th a great 

B Y O B 

( B r i n g 

Your Own 

B a n a n a ) 

ice cream 

social was 

held in the 

parish hall 

at 6:00pm. 

Vanilla, strawberry and 

chocolate ice cream and all 

the toppings were available 

to construct your own ba-

nana split. 
 

An oldie but goodie movie 

Oh God which was released 

in 1977 starring George 

Burns and John Denver was 

enjoyed by both young and 

old. 
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Loving God, in its simplest meaning prayer is 
the acceptance of your most precious gift. Your 
friendship. Then Lord, shouldn't prayer be like 
a conversation with a special friend? 



Our Lady of the Snows 

 

The devotion to Our Lady of the Snows began in 

Rome in 352 A.D. Legend has it that a wealthy, 

childless couple wished to further the works of 

the Church. After visiting with Pope Liberius, he 

told them to pray for guidance. On the night of 

August 4, the Virgin Mary appeared to both of 

them in a dream and asked them to construct a 

church in her honor. To designate the spot, she 

said there would be a snowfall to mark the site. 

On the hot, humid morning of August 5, Rome 

awoke to a snowfall on Esquiline Hill. The peo-

ple of Rome proclaimed it a miracle, and the 

coupleôs prayers were an-

swered. They constructed a 

church on the hill where it 

had snowed. A church still 

stands there today and is 

known as St. Mary Major 

Basilica. It is sometimes 

referred to as the original 

Shrine of Our Lady of the 

Snows. 

 

The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.  

The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

established the National Shrine of Our Lady of 

the Snows in Belleville, IL in 1958. Located on 

200 landscaped acres the shrine is the largest 

outdoor shrine in North America.  

 

The main shrine 

which seats 

2,400 is sur-

rounded by 

Godôs grandeur 

and is situated 

in a valley with 

grassy slopes. 

The Christ the King Chapel and Mary Chapel 

are located in the main shrine. 

 

The National Shrine of 

Our Lady of the Snows 

includes several devo-

tional areas including  

the Lourdes Grotto, 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Hill, Annunciation Gar-

den, Agony Garden, 

Way of the Cross, Res-

urrection Garden and 

Church of our Lady of 

the Snows. 
 

Numerous Catholic re-

ligious programs are 

offered throughout the 

y e a r  i n c l u d i n g   

Lourdes World Day of 

Prayer for the Sick, 

Confirmation Rally, 

Life Conference for 

Single Parents, Youth 

Day Celebration, His-

panic Celebration, Liv-

ing Beyond Grief, All 

Souls Remembrance 

Day, Way of Lights and 

the Annual Healing & 

Hope Novena. 
 

Guest services include 

the shrine hotel, shrine 

restaurant and visitorôs 

center gift shop. Over 

one million faithful 

visit Our Lady of the 

Snows shrine annually. 
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     Christ the King Chapel                          Mary Chapel  



A Job Well Done 
 

Teddy Sholly 

was one of 

the 18 eighth 

grade gradu-

ates at St. Jo-

seph School 

this year. 

Here are the 

awards Teddy 

received at 

the 8th grade 

awards break-

fast on May 

23rd. He was 

reco gn i z ed 

for being on 

the Math Counts team and going to the state 

competition, he placed ninth in the Pellissippi 

State Technical Community College Regional 

Middle School Math competition, he received 

the Presidential Award for Educational Excel-

lence for having an average of above 97, he was 

the winner of the schoolôs Spelling Bee for the 

second year in a row (he came in 4th in the 

County Spelling Bee) and, lastly, he received the 

Principalôs Award for having the highest grades 

in his class. Congratulations Teddy. 

 

All 18 eighth grade St. Joseph School graduates 

will attend Catholic High School this fall. A first 

for St. Joseph School. May God bless you all. 

 

The Fossick Papers (by Larry Gibney)  

 

Thomas Lancelot Fossick was a Catholic in-

volved in railroad construction in East Tennes-

see. In 1855 he undertook supervision of the 

building of the first Immaculate Conception 

church. A descendant of Thomas Fossick re-

cently donated a number of Fossick's personal 

papers to our parish. While his name has long 

faded from our memories he remains a patriarch 

of the Catholic faith in East Tennessee.   

 

Thomas Fossick was born in 1817 in the village 

of Ingleton, Yorkshire, England. Staunchly 

Catholic,  the  family  seems  to  have  had  some  

means at their disposal. Fossick's father had ap-

parently died and his mother remarried a man 

named Bowser. They were a large family with a 

mix of  Fossick and Bowser children. Eventu-

ally most of this family left England and some 

joined Thomas in East Tennessee. His youngest 

half sister, Mary Jane Bowser, came to Knox-

ville and married Peter Ricardi, an Italian immi-

grant and prominent member of the Immaculate 

Conception community. Thomas married in 

England in 1839. His two sons and a daughter 

would eventually be associated with him in his 

business ventures in America. 

 

Fossick came to America in 1848 leaving his 

family temporarily behind in England. He found 

work briefly in the Brooklyn Navy Yard and 

then he was off to Lynchburg, Virginia where 

someone tutored him in the business of bidding 

on railroad construction projects. He was soon 

operating a masonry business successfully bid-

ding on railroad projects in the Lynchburg area. 

His business consisted of buying or leasing land 

with rock deposits, quarrying and dressing the 

stone and setting it according to the specifica-

tions of the project. From the beginning his 

hired labor force consisted of Irish Catholic im-

migrants. In 1850 he sent for his wife and chil-

dren to join him in Lynchburg. 

 

The East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad was 

building south from Virginia into Tennessee 

and would eventually terminate at Knoxville. In 

1852 Fossick was awarded a contract for the  

masonry work on a 15 mile section of the road 

in Tennessee and he moved to the site of his 

biggest project, the bridge over the Holston 

River at Strawberry Plains. The Fossicks be-

came part of the small Catholic community 

based in Knoxville struggling to establish a 

Catholic parish and Thomas Fossick was soon 

deeply involved in that effort. While living at 

Strawberry Plains Fossick's mother and the re-

maining Bowser children left England  and  be-

came  part  of  the  Fossick  clan in Tennessee. 

Through marriages and under a variety of fam-

ily names this clan would be members of Im-

maculate Conception parish for many genera-

tions. 
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In 1854 the Fossick family moved to Knoxville 

and into a house on Second Creek on the present 

World's Fair site. (That neighborhood was taken 

over by the L&N rail yards in the early 1900s) 

This house became one of the gathering places 

for Knoxville Catholics as Immaculate Concep-

tion parish was forming. 

 

In 1852 Bishop Richard Miles of Nashville gave 

Father Henry Vincent Brown the task of estab-

lishing a parish in Knoxville. In time property 

was purchased and Father Brown, a competent 

artist, drew plans for a church. Fossick may well 

have had a hand in this planning. Father Brown 

would not have envisioned a stone building had 

he not had a supply of stone and masons avail-

able to him. In later years this building would be 

known in the community as ñThe Rock Churchò  

Fossick undertook supervision of the construc-

tion and we know from several sources that he 

provided most of the funds, the materials and the 

labor to complete the project. Writing late in his 

life Fossick minimized his involvement and gave 

credit to the parishioners for erecting the build-

ing. The building was completed during the sum-

mer of 1855 and dedicated in the fall of that 

year. 

 

The church 

b u i l d i n g 

erected by 

F o s s i c k 

from Father 

B r o w n ' s 

d r a w i n g s 

was an ar-

chitectural 

gem in a 

town where 

most of the 

structures still reflected the town's pioneer begin-

nings. Sadly, the building would have a short 

life. It would be torn down in 1886 to make 

room for completion of the present church.  

 

 

 

 

Immaculate Conception parish was established 

in an era when the entire country was involved 

in a vicious and violent anti Catholic, anti im-

migrant frenzy. Much of the turmoil was or-

chestrated by a political organization known as 

the ñKnow Nothingsò. Knoxville had a strong 

contingent of these folks who kept up a steady 

barrage of verbal attacks throughout the time 

the church was under construction. Somehow 

Knoxville avoided the physical violence so 

prevalent elsewhere. There was a creditable 

threat to wreck the church building during con-

struction and guards were posted but otherwise 

the threats remained verbal. A number of rea-

sons have been cited as to why violence did not 

erupt in Knoxville. Thomas Fossick may have 

been inadvertently responsible for one of them. 

In his labor force of Irish Catholic immigrants 

he had a small army at his disposal. It would 

have been foolish indeed to get this group 

stirred up to the point of violent confrontation. 

Fossick himself passes over these problems by 

simply noting that ñwe had a very difficult time 

with the community while building the churchò. 

 

Throughout his correspondence and other writ-

ings Fossick interjects short comments that re-

veal his faith. His commitment to his Catholic 

faith seems to have been the driving force in 

whatever he did in life. Throughout the highs 

and lows of his life he saw God's directing hand 

and he rejoices or simply accepts as God's will 

whatever came his way. On a practical level his 

faith seems to have driven him to take a very 

active part in seeing that Catholicism was estab-

lished and practiced in the places where he  was 

living. We have seen his role in Knoxville in 

that regard. He would do the same again later in 

establishing a parish in Alabama. 
 

To be continued in the next edition of the Sum-

mit Hill Beacon. 
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Love is not love until it is given away! 



Middle School Youth Ministry Goes  

Whitewater Rafting 
 

On Wednes-

day, June 3rd 

the Middle 

School Youth 

M i n i s t r y 

( M S Y M ) 

went white-

water rafting 

on the Hia-

wassee River. 

It was a fun 

day for all. 
 

Summer is over and itôs back to school for all  

Middle School and High School students. Itôs 

also time for Immaculate Conception students to 

consider joining the Middle School or High 

School Youth Ministries. Youth ministries ac-

tivities include playing games, doing service 

work, going bowling or skating, discussing spiri-

tuality and occasional road trips to places like 

Kings Island or Six Flags. 
 

The Summit Hill Beacon would like to express  a 

very special thank you to Katie OôFarrell-Allen 

and Greg Allen for a spectacular job of heading 

up Immaculate Conceptionôs MSYM for the past 

several years. Katie has worked with the MSYM 

for the past 9 years and Greg for the past 6 years. 

Thanks Katie and Greg for a job well done. Itôs 

folks like you who make Immaculate Conception 

so very special and great. 

 

The Catholic Church in the United States 

 

The 2009 Catholic Directory, also known as the 

Kenedy Directory, reports there are over 68 mil-

lion Catholics in the United States, making up 22 

percent of the U.S. population. This is an in-

crease of about one million from the previous 

year.  The  United  States  has  the  fourth largest 

Catholic population in the world after Brazil, 

Mexico and the Philippines, respectively.  

 

The current directory was released June 3, 2009  

by  the  United  States  Conference  of  Catholic  

 

Bishops and is based on information collected 

from dioceses. Hereôs some interesting informa-

tion about the Catholic Church in the United 

States. It makes you proud to be a Catholic. 

 
Over 41 thousand 

diocesan and reli-

g i o u s  o r d e r 

priests, over 60 

thousand reli-

gious sisters, 

almost five thou-

sand religious 

brothers, almost 

17 thousand per-

manent dea-

cons, 195 dio-

ceses and arch-

dioceses includ-

ing 145 Latin Catholic dioceses, 33 Latin 

Catholic archdioceses, 15 Eastern Catholic dio-

ceses (eparchies) and two Eastern Catholic 

archdioceses (archeparchies), almost 19 thou-

sand parishes, 562 Catholic hospitals assisting 

over 85 million patients annually, 3,009 social 

services centers assisting over 27 million peo-

ple annually, 189 seminaries with almost five 

thousand students, 234 Catholic colleges and 

universities with over 795 thousand  students, 

1,341 Catholic high schools with over 674 

thousand students, 6,133 Catholic elementary 

schools with over 1.6 million students, over 722 

thousand students in high school religious edu-

cation, over three million students in elemen-

tary school religious education, almost 900 

thousand infant baptisms, almost 43 thousand 

adult baptisms, and almost 82 thousand per-

sons coming into full Communion  (baptized 

Christians who joined the Catholic Church). 
 

Rhode Island has the largest percentage of 

Catholics with 63% while Massachusetts is in a 

distant second with 47%. Tennessee has the 

lowest percentage of Catholics with only 2.3%. 

But, we stand tall and proud in Godôs Holy 

Name. California has the largest Catholic popu-

lation (number of Catholics)  in the United 

States. 
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Los Angelesôs Cathedral of 
Our Lady of the Angels  is the 

mother church of the largest  
diocese in the United States 



Pope Benedict XVI has 

declared a Year For 

Priests which began with 

the Solemnity of the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus on 

June 19, 2009. The year 

will conclude in Rome 

with an international gathering of priests with the 

Holy Father on June 19, 2010. 

With the announce-

ment of this Year for 

Priests, the Pope has 

declared St. John Vi-

anney the Universal 

Patron of Priests on 

the occasion of the 

150th anniversary of 

the death of the Curé 

dôArs (the parish 

priest of the village of 

Ars).  

Please pray for our 

priests that they might always be faithful to their 

sacred calling. 

We used to sing an old 

hymn that began, 

ñCount your many 

blessings, count them 

one by one.ò Today we 

should count our bless-

ings instead of our 

crosses. Count our gains instead of our losses. 

Count our friends instead of our foes. Count our 

smiles instead of our tears. Count our health in-

stead of our wealth. Count our full years instead 
of our lean years. Count on God instead of our self. 

A Warm Welcome To Newly Registered  

Immaculate Conception Parishioners 

 

Five new families and six individuals have 

joined Immaculate Conception in the last quar-

ter including Colby Reynaud; Mai & Hang 

Nguyen, Valentina, Victoria, Vincent, & Valor 

Nguyen; Rick Bruno; Joyce-Anne Hamlin; Ben-

jamin & Carey Gadd, Gabriel Gadd; Salwan 

Hanna & Jandark Faraj, Selvar & Selva Ka-

reem; Maria Verzosa; Sabrina DeVault; Roy & 

Coreen Martin, Roy, Jr. & David Martin and  

Joseph & Carolyn Stair. 

 

On behalf of the Paulist Fathers and all Im-

maculate Conception parishioners, The Summit 

Hill Beacon extends a warm welcome to all of 

you and we pray you find Immaculate Concep-

tion a loving and caring Catholic community. 

 

Quarterly Financial Report  
 

The financials presented below are for FY2009 

which ended June 30, 2009. Thank you so much 

for your continued generosity. May God forever 

bless you for your contributions to Immaculate 

Conception. 

 

The Summit Hill Beacon contact person is pa-

rishioner Paul Schmidt at (865) 607-2111 or 

paul_schmidt@bellsouth.net. All comments and 

suggestions are welcomed. 
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 Income (7/1/08 - 6/30/09) 
 

 YTD Total Planned Income       
 Regular Offertory Giving      
 Additional Income (1)         
 YTD Total Actual Income       
 (Under) or Over       

 
 Expenses (7/1/08 - 6/30/09) 
 

 YTD Total Actual Expenses     

 
 YTD Income less Expenses     

 
(1) Includes Holy Day & Parish Collections, Donations, 
        Candles and Mass Stipends 

$ 732,407.33 

$ 569,630.24 

$   63,086.71 

$ 632,716.95 

$  (99,690.38 

 
 

 

$ 736,913.58 
 

 

$ (104,196.63) 

Gracious God we, the parish family of Immacu-
late Conception, embraced by your love, seek 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to know and live 
Your will. Nourished by the Eucharist, may we 
commit ourselves to a life of prayer and service. 
Please transform us to live Your Word more pro-
foundly.  

Christ the Great High Priest  

BREAD  
OF LIFE  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ars-sur-Formans


Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
414 West Vine Avenue 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902-1327 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Hereės your Immaculate Conception Quarterly Newsletter 

Featured Group - FISH 
 

In 1972 the churches in Knox County organized 

FISH to help the people of Knox County who 

were in need of food. The name FISH is taken 

from a Biblical-day symbol 

of the ñfishò used as a sign 

of distress, a plea for help 

from oneôs neighbor.  

 

FISH works 

to reduce 

hunger in 

our commu-

nity by pro-

viding food 

to those 

n e e d i n g 

temporar y 

assistance. The bags of food provided by FISH 

are intended to be a three-day emergency supply. 

 

Imm acu la t e 

Conception is 

one of 26 

churches help-

ing to reduce 

hunger in our 

communi t y. 

FISH pro-

vides food to 

more than 

82,000 annually. In 2008 Immaculate Concep-

tionôs FISH program assisted 5,122 persons. Of 

this number, 1,901 were children and 699 were 

seniors. A special ñthank youò to all FISH vol-

unteers. 

 

Being involved with FISH is 

a highly rewarding activity. 

Helping those in need is 

Godôs wish for all of us. For 

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a -

tion  contact Bobbi Newsom 

at  (865)  951-0775  or  

bobbinewsom@comcast.net.         
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