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Paulist Fathers National 150th Anniversary  
Convocation  
 

The Pau-
list Fa-
thers, Pau-
list Asso-
c i a t e s , 
P a u l i s t 
Collabora-
t o r s 
( P a u l i s t 
staff) and  
friends of 
the Paulists gathered in Washington, D.C. on 
June 19th, 20th and 21st for a poignant celebration 
of the order’s 150th Anniversary.  
 

The event 
started on 
Thursday 
e v e n i n g 
with a   
barbecue 
welcome 
d i n n e r 
and re-
ception at 
St. Paul’s 
College.  

On Fri-
day two  
g e n e r a l 
sess io ns 
including 
P a u l i s t 
Histo ry, 
and Faith 
and Cul-
ture were 
en jo yed 
by all. 
T h e s e 
were fol-
lowed by 
breakout 
sess io ns 
for Pau-
l i s t s , 
P a u l i s t 
Associates, Paulist Collaborators and Paulist 
Friends. 
 

Following the breakout sessions an exceptional 
Mass was celebrated for all deceased Paulist Fa-
thers. As part of the Mass an 18 minute slide 
presentation including video clips honored all 
departed Paulists. A tearful but extremely beauti-
ful tribute to all deceased Paulists.   

A Beacon on the Hill 
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St. Paul’s College 



Paulist Fathers National 150th Anniversary  
Convocation (continued) 
 
On Saturday there 
were also two gen-
eral sessions in-
cluding Spiritual-
ity, and The 
Church of Tomor-
row. Breakout ses-
sions included  
Evangel i za t ion, 
Reconc i l ia t ion , 
Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Rela-
tions, Young Adult 
and Campus Min-
istries, and Media 
Ministries. 
 

Then the highlight of the convocation the Ses-
quicentennial Anniversary Liturgy was cele-
brated at the Crypt Church in The Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 
The Mass was celebrated by Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick, Archbishop Emeritus (retired), Arch-
diocese of  Washington, D.C. 

All Paulist Fathers wore very 
beautiful 150th anniversary 
celebration stoles.  
 

This awesome Mass was fol-
lowed by a reception,  dinner 
and awards presentation at the 
Catholic University of Amer-
ica, Przybyla Center. 

On Sunday, June 22 the Paulist Fathers 
launched its next 150 years of history with the 
ordination of Steven Bell, CSP at the Trinity 
University Chapel. A reception for Father Bell 
followed his ordination. Congratulations Father 
Bell and may God forever bless you. 
 

The Convoca-
tion was a 
magn i f icent 
tribute to the  
Paulist com-
munity in-
cluding the 
Paulist Fa-
thers, Paulist 
As so c ia t es , 
Paulist Col-
laborators and  Paulist Friends. Father Isaac 
Thomas Hecker (1819-1888) is surely smiling 
down from heaven and  expressing “thanks” to 
all of us for our dedication and support of his 
Paulist Fathers. 

The Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception 
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What is RCIA? 
 

The Rite of 
Christian Initia-
tion of Adults 
(RCIA)  follows 
an ancient tradi-
tion of the 
Catholic church. 
It was restored 
by the Second 
Vatican Council 
(Vatican II) and 
is now the proc-
ess that non-
Catholic adults 
and children who have passed their seventh 
birthday follow to  become Catholics. It is also 
for adult Catholics who have never been con-
firmed. In 1972 RCIA was approved by Pope 
Paul VI and in 1974 RCIA was approved by the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
for use in the United States. 
 
RCIA has four stages. The first is the Period of 
Inquiry  which may last from several weeks to 
several months. During this stage candidates are 
invited to ask questions about the church, share 
their own faith experiences and decide whether 
they wish to continue. 
 

Those who do continue celebrate the Rite of Ac-
ceptance & Welcome. Catechumenate is the sec-
ond stage which is a more intense period of in-
struction and introduction to the liturgy and  
faith life. 
 
The Rite of Election which normally 
takes place on the First Sunday of Lent 
marks the transition between Catechu-
menate and the third stage of Purifica-
tion and Enlightenment. This stage cov-
ers the season of Lent and includes spe-
cial liturgical ceremonies at Lenten 
masses as well as more intense prepara-
tion through prayer and study. It climaxes 
at the Easter Vigil with the Sacraments of 
Initiation which include Baptism, Confir-
mation and Holy Eucharist. Following 
the   Rite  of  Election   the   catechumens  

become THE  ELECT, but the candidates are 
still referred to and remain the candidates. 
 
The fourth and final stage is Mystagogy which 
is a seven week period of reflection on their ex-
perience at the Easter Vigil, the meaning of the 
sacraments and the new members integration 
into the Catholic community. 
 
The RCIA process usually takes about one year 
to complete. However, the time frame is flexi-
ble depending upon the spiritual needs of each 
participant. Some people spend two years or 
more while for others several months is suffi-
cient. All RCIA participants have sponsors who 
are members of the parish community and at-
tend all sessions and rites with them and serve 
as companions on their journey. 
 
Rite of Acceptance & Welcome 
 
On Sunday, May 18th we celebrated the Rite of 
Acceptance & Welcome. The Rite of Acceptance 
and Welcome is an important moment in the 
lives of those who participated. As they de-
clared their intention to undertake serious study 
of the Catholic faith they were signed by the 
cross of Christ and took their first step toward 
becoming full members of the Catholic Church. 
As a community, we extended our hands in wel-
come over the catechumens (not previously 
baptized) and the candidates (previously bap-
tized in another Christian tradition) and prom-
ised to pray and support them as they continue  
to discover God’s call to them.  
 
Kenna Cole who is seeking baptism was ac-
cepted into the Order of Catechumens. Her 
sponsor is Donna Accardi. Allison Dylewski, 
Steven Evans and Greg Owens who are already 
baptized participated in the Rite of Welcome. 
Their sponsors are Erin Foster, Michael Dono-
van, Doug Honeycutt, and Greg Gass. Lisa 
McConnell is an adult Catholic who has not 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Her 
sponsor is Rosilyn Flanagan. 
 
Please pray for the catechumen, the candidates 
and their sponsors. 

The Summit Hill Beacon - September 2008                                                                            3 



The Paulist Fathers in Tennessee 
 
The Paulist Fathers came to Tennessee 108 years 
ago in 1900. At that time the order was only 42 
years old. The Paulist Fathers have been in Ten-
nessee for more than two-thirds (72 percent to be 
exact) of their existence as an order. 
 
In 1900 the Pau-
list Fathers pur-
chased the 100 
Oaks Castle and 
400 acres of land 
in Winchester, 
Tennessee which 
was their first mission house in Tennessee. The 
library was converted into a chapel with large 
stained-glass windows. The Paulists sold much 
of the land and established a creamery with Hol-
stein cows. The Paulists sold the 100 Oaks Cas-
tle in 1953.  
 
While at the 100 Oaks Castle the Paulist Fathers 
established the St. Lucy Trailer Chapel. They 
covered 13 counties from their base in Winches-
ter, Tennessee. 

St. Rose of Lima mission 
in Murfreesboro, TN was 
also served by the Paulist 
Fathers from their 100 
Oaks Castle mission house 
until it was taken over by 
Nashville diocesan priests 
in 1939. Perhaps the best 
know Paulist who served  

St. Rose of Lima was Father Swift who died 
during the influenza epidemic in 1918. Other 
priests who served St. Rose of Lima include 
Fathers Miller, McMahon, Morris, Malone and 
Dever. 
 
Today the Paulist Fathers staff  four parishes in 
Tennessee. In August 1953 St. Patrick’s 
Church in Memphis which was built in 1866 
and in September 2002 St. Augustine Church 
also in Memphis were placed under the pastoral 
care of the Paulist Fathers. The Paulist Fathers 
came to East Tennessee 35 years ago in 1973 
and currently staff Immaculate Conception 
Church and John XXIII University Parish.   
Presently, there are seven Paulist Fathers in 
Tennessee including Fathers Ciccone, Zamora, 
Andrews, Rospond, Geaney, Sullivan and Nieli. 
Thank you so much for your 108 years of ser-
vice to the Tennessee Catholic community. We 
are truly blessed to have you. 
 
Knights of Columbus Garage Sale 
 
On Saturday, 
June 21st the 
Knights of 
C o l u m b u s 
Council 645 
had their sec-
ond annual 
yard  sale at 
Shea Hall 
which is the 
KOC meet-
ing place on 
Millertown Pike (about 1-1/2 miles northeast of 
Knoxville Center previously know as East 
Town Mall). The Knights raised over $500 
which will help support the many programs the 
Knights are involved with. 
 
Council 645 is "The Original Knoxville Coun-
cil."  They draw their support from Immaculate 
Conception, Holy Ghost, and John XXIII Par-
ishes.  You can contact Council 645 using their 
e-mail address kc645@korrnet.org. For addi-
tional information visit their website 
www.korrnet.org/kc645. 
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Prayer Walk and Ice Cream Social 
 
On Sunday, June 8th the Adult Faith Formation 
team hosted a Prayer Walk in the surrounding 
areas around Immaculate Conception Church. 
Following the prayer walk an ice cream social 
which included live music by the High Strung 
dulcimer group was held in the Parish hall. 

Prayer walking is a spiritual discipline of walk-
ing through your neighborhood, work place or 
other areas and claiming it for the Kingdom of 
God. God promised Joshua “Every place on 
which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it 
to you” (Joshua 1:3). This can take many forms, 
but a good place to begin is to pray for God to 
fill you with His Spirit of love and compassion 
for your neighbors and to give you wisdom on 
how to proceed. 
 
Congratulations to David Accardi 
 
At the Knights of Co-
lumbus  June meeting 
David Accardi was 
elected Grand Knight of 
Council 645. Other of-
ficers elected for 
2008/2009 include 
Deputy Grand Knight: 
Greg McGinnis, Chan-
cellor: Phillip Flanagan, 
Treasurer: Mike Drake,  
R e c o r d e r :  D o u g 
Honeycutt,   Advocate:  Bert Benedict,   Warden:  
 

Patrick  Belland, Outside Guard: Danny Lane, 
Inside Guard: Richard Metcalf, Trustee for 1 
Year: Doc Davidson, Trustee for 2 Years: Wes 
Sheedy and Trustee for 3 Years: Jack 
McCusker. Congratulations and thanks to all of 
you with a very special “thank you” to Jack 
McCusker who served as Grand Knight for the 
past three years. 
 

Irish Fest on the Hill 
 

On Satur-
day, Au-
gust 9th the 
Irish Fest 
on the Hill 
was held 
f r o m 
7:00pm to 
1 0 : 0 0 p m. 
Traditional 
live Irish 
music was provided by the Shamrock Road 
band and the Four Leaf Peat band . 

Corned beef and cabbage, sausage with peppers 
and onions, and hamburgers and hot dogs were 
served. There were children's activities, raffles, 
a silent auction and a cash bar which featured 
Irish beer. The Irish Fest on the Hill was spon-
sored by the Pastoral Council with much needed 
help from volunteers, the Knights of Columbus 
and the IC Women’s Group. Take a look at our 
web site icknoxville.org (Recent Happenings �  
Irish Fest on the Hill) to see some great pictures of 
the Irish Fest. It was a fabulous evening. 
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Youth Ministries 
 

Summer is over and it’s back to school for an-
other year. It’s also time for all Middle School 
and High School students to get involved in our 
Youth Ministries including either our Middle 
School Youth Ministry or our High School 
Youth Ministry.  

Youth Ministry activities include playing games; 
doing spiritual, social and service activities; go-
ing bowling or skating; discovering spirituality 
and occasional road trips to Kings Island or Six 
Flags. Prayer and pizza are always served. We 
meet on Wednesdays from 6:30pm to 8:00pm.  
 
Ano t her 
part of 
the High 
S c h o o l 
Y o u t h 
Ministry 
is the 
P r a i s e 
Band, a 
group of 
teens and 
adults who lead music at several Masses a year. 
They play upbeat music and rehearse after our 
meetings, 8:00-9:00pm. 
 
Upcoming activities are listed in the Youth 
Group News section of the weekly bulletin and 
on our web site icknoxville.org (Main Page �  Par-
ish Staff & Groups �  Youth Ministries).  

If you think you might be interested in partici-
pating in either the Middle School or High 
School Youth Ministries or if you are only in-
terested in hearing more, contact  Katie O’Far-
rell-Allen at (865) 583-0075 or roadwarri-
orkt@yahoo.com for the Middle School Youth 
Ministry or Moira Connelly at (865) 689-0575 
or connellyfam6@bellsouth.net for the High 
School Youth Ministry. 
 
Vietnamese Mass 
 
On Sunday 
June 15th at 
6:00pm the 
m o n t h l y  
Vietnamese 
Mass was 
ce lebra t ed . 
The origin of 
t h e s e 
m o n t h l y 
M a s s e s 
traces its 
roots to the 
strong desire 
of our Viet-
namese pa-
rishioners to 
worship together as a group.  
 
On June 
19, 1997 
a b o u t  
45 Im-
maculate 
Concep-
tion and 
o t h e r 
parishes 
V i e t -
namese 
parishioners gathered at Immaculate Conception 
for their first Mass in Vietnamese. The Viet-
namese congregation felt joy in their hearts and 
prayed that they will have the opportunity to 
worship together, to keep God's faith, and to 
reach out to fellow parishioners, to their 
neighbors, to the sick, the poor and the lonely in 
our community. 

Road trip to Six Flags Over Georgia on May 29th. 
 The Youth Ministries last activity before summer. 

6                                                                        The Summit Hill Beacon - September 2008 



 
 

 
 

Late in 1997 about 25 Vietnamese families 
formed a small Catholic Vietnamese Commu-
nity and started their monthly Sunday  Masses. 
Presently about 50 Vietnamese Catholic families 
participate in the Vietnamese Mass and proudly 
proclaim “In God's faith, we live”. 
 
Friends of Immaculate Conception 
 
If you are or you know of a shut-in who cannot 
make it to Immaculate Conception for Mass, 
please let the Friends of Immaculate Concep-
tion know. Likewise, if you have recently be-
come ill or debilitated due to an illness the 
Friends of Immaculate Conception would like 
to hear from you. The Friends of Immaculate 
Conception will assist in any way they can to 
help you meet your special spiritual needs in-
cluding arranging for the Holy Eucharist to be 
brought to your home. 
 
The contact person for the Friends of Immacu-
late Conception is Bernadette McMillan at 
(865) 689-2554 or mcmillab@aol.com. 
 
A Warm Welcome To Newly Registered Im-
maculate Conception Parishioners 
 
Four new families and five individuals have 
joined Immaculate Conception in the last quarter 
including Paul & Claire Serrell, Thomas & 
Melissa Maciejewski, David, Jen & Lauren 
Fotta, Paul, Claire, Mathew, Joseph, Ellen & 
Laura Hyrka, Edna Ward, Maggie Costigan, Joe 
Chait, Margaret Fields and Danelle Loebaka. 
 
On behalf of the Paulist Fathers and all Immacu-
late Conception parishioners, The Summit Hill 
Beacon extends a warm welcome to all of you 
and we pray you will find Immaculate Concep-
tion a loving and caring Catholic community. 
 
Quarterly Financial Report (By Father Joe) 
 

Immaculate Conception’s fiscal year is from July 1st 
to June 30th. Therefore, on June 30, 2008 we ended  
FY2008 and on July 1, 2008 we started a new fiscal 
year FY2009.  

To say the least FY2008 was financially demanding 
and challenging for all of us. We needed to conduct 
the St. Joseph School Campaign, which seemed to 
come upon us even as many continued to follow 
through on their pledges for the Diocesan GiFT 
Campaign. Then, as promised, the Paulist Fathers 
Capital Campaign was launched in January. Each of 
these campaigns had their own particular impor-
tance, for various reasons, and needed to be en-
gaged. As much as they each also pledged benefits 
for the financial good of the parish, we all under-
stood that such fund raising efforts would not sup-
plant the week-to-week sustenance that comes with 
any parish’s weekend offertory. Yet, we also saw 
our national economic slowdown, even as gas and 
food prices “skyrocketed.” 

In all of this we do not lose hope, because we all 
know what the life of a parish faith community 
means to us - both individually and communally. In 
the midst of such challenge, we are grateful for your 
ability to make sacrifices and respond to the needs 
of I.C. that it doesn’t stumble, but rather - flourishes, 
even as we encourage others to join us in our com-
mon mission to proclaim the Reign of God as Jesus 
announced. 
 
Stewardship is the RESPOSIBILITY of each and 
every one of us. No one is exempt, if we are to carry 
the burden together: to pay the bills, provide the 
necessary and just salaries for a viable staff, and 
maintain the historic (and yet aging) facilities that 
we possess. 
 
As we enter into FY2009, let’s encourage one an-
other to make this parish HAPPEN! Pray seriously. 
Give seriously. Give as if your parish’s life de-
pended on it. Thanks! 

Income (7/1/07 - 6/30/08) 
 

Total Planned Income         
Regular Offertory Giving      
Additional Income (1)         
YTD Total Actual Income      
(Under) or Over       
 
Expenses (7/1/07 - 6/30/08) 
 

Total Actual Expenses      
 
Income less Expenses      

 
(1) Includes Holy Day & Parish Collections, Donations, 
        Candles and Mass Stipends 

The Summit Hill Beacon contact person is parishioner Paul 
Schmidt at (865) 607-2111 or paul_schmidt@bellsouth.net. All 
comments and suggestions are welcomed. 
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$689,000.00 
$593,629.75 

$  89,319.00 
$682,948.75 
$   (6,051.25) 
 
 
 
$731,083.66 
 

 
$ (48,134.91) 



Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
414 West Vine Avenue 
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Featured Group - The Parish Pastoral Council 
 

Directed by the Holy Spirit the 
Pastoral Council gathers the 
thoughts, feelings and ideas of our 
parish community and after study, 
reflection, deliberation and prayer 
the council envisions the direction 
of our parish by recommending 
goals and objectives for our par-
ish to our pastor and facilitating 
these as necessary, advising the 
pastoral staff on the spiritual and 
pastoral needs of our parish, and  
evaluating the progress made to-
ward accomplishing those goals 
and activities.  
 
Contact information including 
telephone numbers and e-mail 
addresses are available on our 
web site icknoxville.org. You can  
use either the Suggestion Box on 
our web site or the one in the Par-
ish Hall to share your thoughts, 
feelings and ideas which are  truly 
valued by the Pastoral Council.  

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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From left to right, Top Row: Father Marcos Zamora, Bert Benedict, Becky Bird-
well, Kevin Orpurt (Co-chair), Phyllis Lockwood, Andrew LeVan. Bottom Row: 

Paul Schmidt, Al Hazari, Leslie Sholly (Chair), Kevin Wyatt, and  Father Joe Cic-
cone. Not Shown are Doug Bitzer and Doug Honeycutt. 

8                                                                             The Summit Hill Beacon - September 2008 


