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ICWG Fourth Annual Craft Fair  

 

The Immaculate Conception Women's Group 

annual Craft Fair was held in the parish hall after 

all Masses on Saturday and Sunday, November 

14 & 15. Blessed Bean Soup and Beer Bread 

mixes were available. New this year was a pint 

size soup mix. Hand-made quilts and crafts were 

sold, plus a table with Christmas gifts just for 

pets. Plenty of homemade cakes, cookies, and 

breads were in the Bake Shop. Several outside 

vendors were also present.  

C h a n c e s 

were sold for 

each of the  

seven theme 

baskets that 

were given 

away at the 

end of the 

Fair includ-

ing: Games 

& Things, Herself, Himself, Gourmet, Garden, 

Letôs Decorate, and  Christmas. 

 

H a n d -

m a d e 

c ra f t s , 

q u i l t s 

and af-

g h a n s 

w e r e 

a v a i l -

able at 

t h e 

I C W G 

b o o t h .  

The "Grab Basket." included sewing, cross-

stitching, yarn, and threads. 
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For Our Middle & High School Students 
 

Did you know? 

 

1 x 8 + 1=9 

12 x 8 + 2=98 

123 x 8 + 3=987 

1234 x 8 + 4=9876 

12345 x 8 + 5=98765 

123456 x 8 + 6=987654 

1234567 x 8 + 7=9876543 

12345678 x 8 + 8=98765432 

123456789 x 8 + 9=987654321 

 

and: 

 

1 x 9 + 2 =11 

12 x 9 + 3 =111 

123 x 9 + 4 =1111 

1234 x 9 + 5 =11111 

12345 x 9 + 6 =111111 

123456 x 9 + 7 =1111111 

1234567 x 9 + 8 =11111111 

12345678 x 9 + 9 =111111111 

  123456789 x 9 + 10=1111111111 

 

and: 

 

9 x 9 + 7=88 

98 x 9 + 6=888 

987 x 9 + 5=8888 

9876 x 9 + 4=88888 

98765 x 9 + 3=888888 

987654 x 9 + 2=8888888 

9876543 x 9 + 1=88888888 

98765432 x 9 + 0=888888888 

 

and: 

 

1 x 1=1 

11 x 11=121 

111 x 111=12321 

1111 x 1111=1234321 

11111 x 11111=123454321 

111111 x 111111=12345654321 

1111111 x 1111111=1234567654321 

11111111 x 11111111=123456787654321 

111111111 x 111111111=12345678987654321 

 

From a strictly mathematical viewpoint: What 

comes close to 100%? What equals 100%? 

What does it mean to give more than 100%? 

How can we achieve 101%? 

 

Hereôs a mathematical formula that might help 

answer these questions. If: 

 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T 

U V W X Y Z  

 

is represented as: 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  

 

then: 

 

K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E 

 

11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96% 

 

and: 

 

H-A-R-D-W-O-R-K 

 

8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98% 

 

and: 

 

A-T-T-I -T-U-D-E 

 

1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100% 

 
but: 

 
 Look how far love of God will take you: 

 

L-O-V-E - O-F - G-O-D 

 

12+15+22+5+15+6+7+15+4 = 101% 

 

Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical 

certainty that while Hard Work and Knowl-

edge will get you close, and Attitude  will get 

you there, itôs your Love of God that will put 

you over the top!  
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Advent Workshop IX  

 

On Friday, November 20th from 5:30 to 9:00pm 

the ninth annual Advent Workshop was held in 

the parish hall. This yearôs theme was centered 

around ñThe Starò I, Jesus, am the Bright Morn-

ing Star. (Rev. 22-16).  
 

T h r o u g h 

c r e a t i v e 

drama and 

crafts, star 

stories from 

Jesusô gene-

alogy were 

e x p l o r e d 

i n c l u d i n g 

the Jesse 

Tree and O 

Antiphons. 

The grand 

finale was  

when the 

Wise Men 

followed the 

star to Beth-

lehem.  
 

A light sup-

per was 

served from 

5 : 3 0 -

6:30pm. In 

k e e p i n g 

with the Ad-

vent tradi-

tion of car-

ing for oth-

ers, parish-

i o n e r s 

b r o u g h t 

canned good for FISH, items for the Ladies of 
Charityôs baby layette, and  toys for Toys for Tots. 
 

A very special ñthank youò to Dorothy Romines 

who hosted the Advent Workshop, the I.C. 

Womenôs Group and all the volunteers who 

helped with this wonderful event. 

Marriage Celebration Mass 

 

On Saturday, January 9th 

Bishop Stika celebrated 

a special bilingual cele-

bration Mass at St. John 

Newmann to honor mar-

ried couples and their 

commitment to the sac-

rament of marriage. Dur-

ing Mass, there was an 

opportunity for all mar-

ried couples to renew 

their wedding vows. A 

luncheon followed.  

 

Another Record Year for Our Web Site 

 

During 2009 there were over 24,500 visitors 

(thatôs 20% more than last year) to our web site 

icknoxville.org which included 15,000 unique 

guests (thatôs 37% more than last year) that vis-

ited 105,000 pages. Our web site now contains 

145 pages, 240 photographs and 565 links to 

simplify navigation.  

 

The top five foreign countries that visited our 

web site in 2009 (ranked by number of pages 

visited which totaled over 19,000) were the 

Russian Federation, China, Romania, Germany, 

and Canada. The most frequently visited pages 

(based on number of visits) were Weekly Bulle-

tins, Mass Schedules, Parish Staff & Groups, 

Upcoming Events, New & Updated Pages, 

Catholic Links, Map & Directions, Parish His-

tory, Recent Happenings and Paulist Fathers. 
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The Fossick Papers (by Larry Gibney) 

 

Our parish was recently the recipient of a gift of 

the personal papers of Thomas Lancelot Fos-

sick,the railroad contractor who oversaw con-

struction of the first Immaculate Conception 

church. We have previously looked at Fossick's 

interesting life story. These documents contain 

other information. In the early 1890s Fossick, 

living in Alabama, exchanged correspondence 

with Father Francis Marron. Fossick reminisced 

about the early days of IC and Father Marron, 

having just completed construction of the present 

church, brought Fossick up to date on events in 

the parish. The following is from Father Mar-

ron's correspondence. 

 

Present day 

parishion-

ers are fa-

miliar with 

the 1886 

parish pic-

ture dis-

played in 

an enlarged 

version in 

the parish 

hall. 

 

In the mid 1970s, during a parish celebration, a 

display was set up in the parish hall and parish-

ioners brought photos and other memorabilia 

from the parish's history. Someone came up with 

an old photo which was a different version of the 

1886 picture. Some of the people were different 

and they were posed differently. No one present 

had any explanation for this photo. Pastor, Father 

Thomas Connellan, a Naval Academy trained 

engineer, offered the opinion that the two photos 

were made on different days. He based his opin-

ion on the shadows which were different in each 

photo indicating that the sun was in a much dif-

ferent position for each photo. With no good ex-

planation for the different photos the matter was 

soon forgotten. Now, with the following story 

from Father Marron of how the photos came to  

 

 

be made it appears that Father Connellan's ob-

servation was correct. 

 

In 1881 Father Marron brought together a group 

of parishioners and began the planning for a 

new church. The parish had long outgrown the 

little stone church on Walnut Street. Overall the 

parish was enthusiastic about the project. As 

always there were a few grumblers about the 

cost of the project but some opposition came 

forth from an unexpected source. There was a 

group who were not opposed to a new church 

but they did not want to see the old church torn 

down. They were the parishioners who had 

worked on the old church so many years before 

and their concerns were understandable but 

there was simply not enough land available to 

preserve the historic old building. 
 

 

Although he does not specifically say so with-

out doubt Father Marron took these objections 

seriously and took steps to deal with the prob-

lem. We know from a number of sources that 

Father Marron was an accomplished problem 

solver. In that era before counselors, psychia-

trists and mediators all sorts of problems in that 

tight knit Catholic community found their way 

to him for resolution. During his long pastorate 

his reputation extended beyond the Catholic 

community. A newspaper article from this era 

reported on a traveling stranger who did not 

speak English who had some sort of a seizure or 

breakdown at the Southern Railroad depot. The 

stationmaster, not knowing what to do, sent a 

messenger up Summit Hill to fetch Father Mar-

ron who apparently saw to the man's care al-

though the article was not very specific about 

how the matter ended. 

 

Objections notwithstanding work went forward 

on the new church. From 1881 to 1883 funds 

were raised and architectural work was com-

pleted on what would be the largest church 

building project Knoxville had seen to that day. 

Construction was begun in 1883 and completed 

in 1886. The building was dedicated and occu-

pied but construction of the altar alcove was  
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delayed until the old church, which stood in the 

way, was torn down. 

 

Feelings about demolition of the old church re-

surfaced at this point and Father Marron decided 

to get closure on the matter with a grand gesture. 

He summoned the parishioners to gather in front 

of the old church for a picture. He hired the pho-

tographer which he referred to as ñthe artist'. 

With the picture taken the group would process 

into the new church for Mass. However, there 

were some holdouts that did not show up and 

Father Marron rescheduled the event. The odd 

photo which showed up over a hundred years 

later has to be the one made at this event. 

 

A new date was set and apparently Father Mar-

ron went to work on the holdouts with some suc-

cess. He was satisfied with the turnout at the re-

scheduled event and the photo made at that time 

is the one we now display. Copies have survived 

in a number of parish families and a copy is pre-

served in the McClung Historical Collection in 

the Knoxville Public Library. And that's the back

-story of the 1886 parish picture ï lost until this 

remarkable gift of Thomas Fossick's papers 

came to the parish. 

 

In the next edition of the Summit Hill Beacon - 

a final look at the Fossick Papers. 

 

Dedication of St. Josephôs New Gymnasium 
 
At 8:00am on Friday, De-

cember 18th Bishop Rich-

ard Stika celebrated Mass 

in the St. Josephôs school 

Chapel as part of  the 

dedication of the new 

Gymnasium and Fine 

Arts Center. 

 
Following Mass there 

was a blessing ceremony 

in the new gym. After the 

blessing of the new gym 

and Fine Arts Center 

there was a reception in 

the school foyer. 

 

St. Joseph School has 

a long tradition of aca-

demic excellence in-

spiring students to 

think and communi-

cate effectively, but 

also to foster a love of 

learning. Both inside 

and outside of their 

classrooms, students 

are challenged to make 

the most of the many 

opportunities available 

to grow spiritually, 

intellectually, and so-

cially. 
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Abortion and the Conscience of the Nation 

 

While sitting as the fortieth president of the United 

States, in 1983 Ronald Reagan authored Abortion 

and the Conscience of the Nation. Itôs a powerful 

testimony to the value of human life that we as 

Catholics should  all support. He wrote: 

 

The 10th anniversary of the Supreme Court decision 

in Roe v. Wade is a good time for us to pause and 

reflect. Our nationwide policy of abortion-on-demand 

through all nine months of pregnancy was neither 

voted for by our people nor enacted by our legislators  

- not a single state had such unrestricted abortion be-

fore the Supreme Court decreed it to be national pol-

icy in 1973. But the consequences of this judicial 

decision are now obvious: since 1973, more than 15 

million unborn children have had their lives snuffed 

out by legalized abortions. That is over ten times the 

number of Americans lost in all our nation's wars. 

 

Make no mistake, abortion-on-demand is not a right 

granted by the Constitution. No serious scholar, in-

cluding one disposed to agree with the Court's result, 

has argued that the framers of the Constitution in-

tended to create such a right. Shortly after the Roe v. 

Wade decision, Professor John Hart Ely, now Dean 

of Stanford Law School, wrote that the opinion "is 

not constitutional law and gives almost no sense of 

an obligation to try to be." Nowhere do the plain 

words of the Constitution even hint at a "right" so 

sweeping as to permit abortion up to the time the 

child is ready to be born. Yet that is what the Court 

ruled. 

 

As an act of "raw judicial power" (to use Justice 

White's biting phrase), the decision by the seven-man 

majority in Roe v. Wade has so far been made to 

stick. But the Court's decision has by no means set-

tled the debate. Instead, Roe v. Wade has become a 

continuing prod to the conscience of the nation. 

 

Many of our fellow citizens grieve over the loss of 

life that has followed Roe v. Wade. Margaret Heck-

ler, soon after being nominated to head the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services, told an audi-

ence that she believes abortion to be the greatest 

moral crisis facing our country today. And the re-

vered Mother Teresa, who works in the streets of 

Calcutta ministering to dying people in her world-

famous mission of mercy, has said that "the greatest 

misery of our time is the generalized abortion of 

children."  

To be continued in the next edition of The Sum-

mit Hill Beacon. 
 

St. Joseph School Mardi Gras Dinner & Dance 
 

The St. Jo-

seph School 

12th Annual 

Mardi Gras 

D i n n e r , 

Dance, & 

Auction was 

held on Sat-

urday, Febru-

ary 6th. It 

was wonder-

ful evening 

and a great 

success that 

was enjoyed 

by all. 

 
After considerable 
research and careful 
study we have deter-
mined why the  print-
ing quality, especially 
the pictures, of The 
Summit Hill Beacon 
leaves so very much 
to be desired. We 
have concluded it is 
a result of the equip-
ment (see picture) used by Pastoral Solutions 
to reproduce our newsletter. Oh well, at least 
the price is right; itôs free.  
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