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Happy Birthday to The Summit Hill Beacon 
 
T h e 
Summit 
H i l l 
Beaco n 
is one 
year old. 
We published our first newsletter on March 1, 
2008. 
 

The goal of the Summit Hill Beacon is to make 
all parishioners aware of how vibrant Immacu-
late Conception is as a Catholic community. Fur-
thermore, by keeping you informed of the many 
wonderful activities at Immaculate Conception 
we pray that you will be inspired to “get in-
volved”. Being part of one of the many minis-
tries, groups or committees at Immaculate Con-
ception is truly a rewarding experience. Know-
ing that you are contributing to the success of 
Immaculate Conception is unto itself gratifying. 
 

Checkout our web site icknoxville.org for a 
complete listing of all the ministries, committees 
and groups at Immaculate Conception. From our 
Home Page go to Parish Staff & Groups and 
then  go  to  the Directory page. Contact persons  

including telephone numbers and e-mail ad-
dresses are provided. 
 

If for any number of reasons you cannot actively 
participate in one of our ministries, committees or 
groups consider attending the fabulous events hosted 
by our parish. It will give you the opportunity to 
share your faith, your love for God, and your love for 
Immaculate Conception with your fellow parishion-
ers.  You can’t beat that. 
 

Third Annual Craft Fair 
 

On Novem-
ber 15th and 
16th after all 
Masses the 
Immacu late 
Concept ion 
W o m e n ’ s 
Group had 
their very 
s u c c e s s fu l 
third annual craft fair. This year’s craft fair in-
cluded the themed basket raffle, bake sale and a 
wide assortment of handmade crafts. 
 

Thanks to Pat Ryan and all the ladies of our par-
ish who made this event so very successful.  

A Beacon on the Hill 
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Third Annual Craft Fair (continued) 

A highlight of the Craft Fair was the ICWG’s 
world renown Blessed Bean Soup. Over $3,800 
was raised to help fund the IC Women’s Group’s 
renovation of the parish hall kitchen.  
 
HEALTH FAIR 
 

On Saturday, December 6th the first Immaculate 
Conception Health Fair was held. Mercy Health 
Partners was there to do Blood Sugar and Cho-
lesterol testing.  Results were immediately avail-
able.   

Several other local health care providers were 
present offering valuable health information and  

and screenings. They included: Associated 
Therapeutics, Tennessee Men’s Health Net-
work, Abbott Pharmaceuticals, the American 
Cancer Society, and East Tennessee Personal 
Care Service.  Several Immaculate Conception 
parishioners took advantage of this opportunity 
to get excellent tips on improving and maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle.  

A special “thank you” to the Immaculate Con-
ception Health Ministry which is headed up by 
Rosilyn Flanagan, R.N. and Fay Kelly, R.N. for 
sponsoring and hosting Immaculate Concep-
tion’s first “Health Fair”. 
 
RITES OF ACCEPTANCE AND WELCOME 
 

On Sunday, January 18, at the 8:30am Mass the 
Rite of Acceptance and Welcome took place. 
The inquirers have been meeting with us for 
sometime, and they were ready to declare their 
intention to undertake a serious study of the 
Catholic faith. During the rite, inquirers were 
signed by the cross of Christ, and took the first 
step toward becoming full members of the 
Catholic Church. As a community, we extended 
our hands in welcome over the catechumens 
and the candidates and promised to pray and 
support them as they continue to discern God’s 
call to them. It is a tribute to the vitality of our 
community that we celebrated the fourth Rite of 
Welcome and Acceptance since Easter 2007.  
 

Our new catechumens are Brad Potts, Rachelle 
Keck, and Lisa Moody. Our new candidates are 
Jessica Black, Joshua Gillespie, and Colby 
Renaud.  
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Isn’t it strange how difficult and boring it 
is to read one chapter of the Bible but how 
easy it is to read 100 pages of a popular 
novel or Zane Gray book. 



Please give our catechumens and candidates a 
warm and heartfelt welcome. 
 
An Idea You Might Want To Consider 
 
On Sunday, December 14th Paul and Judy 
Schmidt hosted an Advent Social for all Kodak, 
Dandridge and Sevierville Immaculate Concep-
tion parishioners at their home in Kodak. Pres-
ently, there are eleven families and one single 
that attend Immaculate Conception from the Ko-
dak, Dandridge and Sevierville area; the Eastern 
boundary of the Immaculate Conception Parish.. 
 
The Ad-
vent So-
cial was a 
fo llow-up 
to a Wine 
a n d 
C h e e s e 
Social the 
Schmidt’s 
hosted in 
late June. 
Both Fa-
ther Joe 
and Father 
M a r c u s 
a t t end ed 
that event. 
According 
to Judy 
S c h m i d t 
“that was a 
wo nd er fu l 
opportunity for all of us to meet our Immaculate 
Conception neighbors and share our faith and 
fellowship with them.” 
 
Hors d’ oeuvres’, desserts, wine and Judy’s won-
derful Plum Tea were served at the Schmidt’s 
Advent Social. Judy Schmidt said, “Another oc-
casion to share the joy of the special Advent and 
Christmas season with our fellow Immaculate 
Conception parishioners and our Catholic 
neighbors.” 
 

A Karaoke Evening 
 
On Friday, January 
23rd the Knights of 
Columbus hosted a 
spaghetti dinner and 
karaoke music eve-
ning. It started at 
5:00pm and ended 
up around 9:00pm. 
The spaghetti was 
terrific. It was a fun 
evening and what 
great talent we have 
at Immaculate Con-
ception. 

Another Record Year for Our Web Site 
 
During 2008 there were over 20,100 visitors to 
our web site icknoxville.org which included  
more than 10,800 unique guests that visited 
over 111,000 pages. Our web site now contains 
143 pages, 207 photographs and 575 links to 
make navigation simple and easy.  
 
The top five foreign countries that visited our 
web site in 2008 (ranked by number of pages 
visited) were the Russian Federation, Canada, 
China, Great Britain, and Spain. The most fre-
quently visited pages (based on number of vis-
its) were (1) Weekly Bulletins, (2) Mass Sched-
ules, (3) Upcoming Events, (4) Parish Staff & 
Groups, (5) Parish History, (6) Recent Happen-
ings, (7) Paulist Fathers, (8) Liturgical Minis-
tries, (9) Catholic Links, and (10) Map & Direc-
tions. 
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Even little Johnny Johnson  
the son of John & Brenda Johnson  

enjoyed himself 



IC Parishioners Visit St. Francis Xavier 
 
In mid-
D e c e m-
ber 2008, 
five Im-
maculate 
Concep-
t i o n 
Cathol ic 
C h u r c h 
p a r i s h -
i o n e r s 
v i s i t e d 
our twin parish, St. Francis Xavier, in Fond des 
Blancs, Haiti. The area, which is about 60 miles 
southwest of Haiti's capital, Port-au-Prince, is in the 
back country mountains.  
 

T h e 
g r o u p 
included 
Fr. Mar-
c o s , 
K e v i n 
H o s e y 
and his 
son, Ea-
m o n , 
Dr. Al 
Hazari and Joaquim Williams. They flew to Miami 
and then to Port-au-Prince. There, they stayed over-
night at the Mathew 25 House (http://
www.parishprogram.org/matthew-25-house). The 
next day, it took them about five hours in a 4-wheel 
drive vehicle to make the "bumpy and dusty" trip 
from the capital to the rural area of Fond des Blancs. 
While in the area, the group stayed at St. Boniface 
Hospital (http://www.haitihealth.org/index.php/site/
page/about). 
 

The purpose of the trip was to meet St. Francis Xa-
vier's Pastor, Father Père Joseph Hercules, to reestab-
lish contact with our sister parish and parishioners in 
Haiti, and to visit the church schools. Our financial 
contributions mainly help to pay teacher salaries and 
other educational expenses. An elementary school 
teacher's salary is about $18 per month; it is slightly 
more for a secondary teachers. St. Francis Xavier 
consists of the main church in Fond des Blancs as 
well as 19 chapels in the 25-square mile mountainous 
area surrounding Fond des Blancs. The school in 
Fond des Blancs is a K-12 school. Nine of the chap-
els have elementary schools.�

Immaculate Conception parishioners, local medical 
practitioners, St. Mary's Hospital and area Catholic 
schools generously donated several items that filled  
nine duffel bags. These included school supplies, 
medicines, infant formula, toiletries, seeds, soccer 
balls, as well as two laptop computers. Also, over 
$3,000 were raised for St. Francis Xavier's schools. 
 

While in 
Fond des 
B l a n c s , 
F a t h e r 
M a r c o s 
said mass 
with Father 
Père Her-
cules at St. 
F r a n c i s 
X a v i e r 
Church and 
did a reading in Creole, the native language of Haiti. 
On the way back to Port-au-Prince, we stopped at 
Visitation Hospital in Trois Rivières de Nippes 
(http://www.visitationhospital.org). On the last day 
of the trip, the group spent three hours at Port-au-
Prince's Mother Teresa Home for Children (ages six 
months to five years old). We played and even did 
some chemistry magic with the older kids. This 
show was one of four such presentations in Haiti by 
our own, Dr. ALKMST (Al-Chemist). Then, it was 
time to feed the babies in their cribs. This was the 
most touching and moving activity of our trip. 
 

The trip was a great success. As Dr. Al summarizes 
it, the trip was wonderful, interesting, adventurous, 
sad, exciting, emotional, delightful, educational, but 
most of all hopeful. Haiti is definitely a "country in 
a slow progress mode." A huge "Thank You" to all 
our Immaculate Conception parishioners for your 
continued support of our Catholic sisters and broth-
ers at St. Francis Xavier in Fond des Blancs, Haiti. 
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Advent Workshop  
 
On Friday, December 5th from 5:30pm to 
9:00pm the eighth annual Advent workshop was 
held in the Parish hall.  

This year’s theme was  An Appalachian Advent/
Christmas with Celtic Roots. A light supper was 
served from 5:30pm to 6:30pm. This year’s 
highlights  included: (1) Crafts from Nature, (2) 
Cornhusk Nativity Set, (3) Decorating an Appa-
lachian Christmas Tree, (4) English & Appala-
chian Carols, and (5) An Irish Custom. 

The traditional Advent wreath-making and the 
“O” Antiphon ceremony took place. Blessing of 
the tree, wreath and crib were included. There 
were also displays featuring customs from vari-
ous countries, saints during Advent, and the 
Jesse Tree. 

A special “thank you” to Dorothy Romines 
who hosted the Advent Workshop, the I.C. 
Women’s Group and all the volunteers who 
helped with this wonderful event. 
 

Epiphany PARTY  
 

On Sunday, January 4th from 4:00pm to 7:00pm 
an Epiphany PARTY to thank all who give of 
their time and talent for the good of our parish 
was held at the L&N Station on World’s Fair 
Park. The event included finger foods, wine and 
other beverages. There was a great live Jazz 
band. All Lay Liturgical Ministers (Greeters/
Ushers, Lectors, Cantors and Musicians, Com-
munion Ministers and Servers), Volunteers, 
Committees and Groups in other words, anyone 
who organizes, works, and gives of themselves 
to make  things happen at Immaculate Concep-
tion were invited to this magnificent party.  
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Epiphany PARTY (continued) 
 

S p o u s e s 
and signifi-
cant others 
were also 
invited to 
the Epiph-
any party.  
It was a 
wonderfu l 
event.  
 

Thanks to Father Joe and Father Marcus for 
hosting such a gala event and more importantly a 
special thanks to all of you who give your time 
and talents to our beloved Immaculate Concep-
tion. 
 

Our Heritage Is Our Strength  
 

While we do not know for sure the year this ae-
rial photograph was taken, we believe it was 
1950. This can be substantiated by looking 
closely at the cars parked in front of building 8. 
The fourth car from the left in the front row is 
either a 1949 or 1950 Ford. Most of the other 
cars are from the 30’s and 40’s. The area sur-
rounding Immaculate Conception Church has 
surely changed from then until now. But, our 
beautiful Immaculate Conception Church has 
survived thanks to the endless efforts of the 
many wonderful Pastors we have had over the 
years and the endless efforts of the Paulist  Fa-
thers. Thanks to all of you. 

Father Jim Haley wrote “Through all the events 
of this (IC’s) wonderful history lay the common 
thread of deep faith, practiced today, built on 
yesterday, and committed to the future”. 

How many of the buildings in this historic pic-
ture can you identify? I’m sure you all got num-
ber 1 correct; Immaculate Conception Church 
(ground breaking 1883, dedicated 1886). But, 
did you know the clock on the church tower 
was not part of the original design. While the 
church was under construction a City Council-
man realized the 150 foot spire on the highest 
hill in downtown Knoxville had the potential to 
fulfill his pursuit for a “town clock”. The 
church paid for the design and structural 
changes to the tower to accommodate the clock 
and the city purchased and installed the clock.  
 
Building number 2 is Saint Mary’s School and 
Convent. The front part of the building was 
built in 1874. The rear part of the building was 
added in 1902 and contained additional class-
rooms. Building number 3 is an apartment 
house. When it burned down in the early 1970’s 
the displaced residents received emergency 
shelter and aid in IC’s church basement. Build-
ing number 4 is the rear of the Knoxville public 
library a stately marble building. Building num-
ber 5 is the Immaculate Conception Rectory 
completed in 1914. Building number 6 is the 
Odd Fellows, a fraternal organization, Hall. 
Buildings 7 and 8 are apartment houses.  
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  Many thanks to Larry Gibney who identify the 
buildings for The Summit Hill Beacon. Larry’s 
wonderful book The Church on Summit Hill 
can be obtained from the parish office. It is must 
reading for all Immaculate Conception parish-
ioners. 
 
WHY CATHOLIC? Update 
 

When the Spring 2009 sessions are completed in 
April the first two years of the four year WHY 
CATHOLIC?  program will have been com-
pleted. For the Spring 2009 sessions there were 
nine groups hosted by Conny Chamberlain, 
Mark & Marilyn Reda, Todd & Becky Birdwell, 
Louis Rankin, Maureen Ockenfels, Tom Dunne, 
Pat Ryan, Marian Howard and Phil & Rosilyn 
Flannagan.  
 

The next six WHY CATHOLIC? sessions will 
begin in the Fall of 2009. It’s not too late to get 
involved in the WHY CATHOLIC? program. 
For additional information about WHY 
CATHOLIC?  take a look at our web site 
icknoxville.org or contact either  Marian How-
ard at icaff@bellsouth.net or (865) 522-1508 or   
Leslie Sholly at pennysyc@aol.com or (865) 524
-9590.  
 
A Warm Welcome To Newly Registered Im-
maculate Conception Parishioners 
 
During the past year there were sixty-six newly 
registered households. Fifteen new families and 
two individuals have joined Immaculate Concep-
tion in the last quarter including Michael & 
Shawn Scarbrough, Allen-Michael, Brittany, & 
Cheyenne Scarbrough; Patrick & Donna Thrush; 
 

 

Lisa Lacey, Garret, Levi, David, & Bethany 
Lacey; Ronald & Sarah Zogheib; Goeff & Ei-
leen Hampton; Ron & Beulah Fullenkamp; 
David & Lorena Welch; Christopher Ullery; 
John & Christy Gabriel; Jeff & Amy Drews; 
Steve & Dawn Osborne, Lauran, Baylee, & 
Tate Osborne;  and Joshua Adams. Art & Cam-
mie Cate, Alex and Laura Cate; Lien & Anh 
Nguyen; Van  &  Thuy Nguyen, Thinh Nguyen; 
Vu Dang & Nguyet Nguyen, Thao Dang; Thinh 
Nguyen & Kin Williams. 
 
On behalf of the Paulist Fathers and all Im-
maculate Conception parishioners, The Summit 
Hill Beacon extends a warm welcome to all of 
you and we pray you will find Immaculate Con-
ception a loving and caring Catholic commu-
nity. 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Immaculate Conception’s FY2009 operating 
budget is 25 times greater than the total cost of 
$27,000 to build Immaculate Conception 
Church in 1886. 
 

Quarterly Financial Report 
 

Thank you so much for your continued generos-
ity. May God forever bless you for your contri-
butions to Immaculate Conception. 

The Summit Hill Beacon contact person is parishioner Paul 
Schmidt at (865) 607-2111 or paul_schmidt@bellsouth.net. All 
comments and suggestions are welcomed. 
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 Income (7/1/08 - 12/31/08) 
 

 YTD Total Planned Income       
 Regular Offertory Giving      
 Additional Income (1)         
 YTD Total Actual Income      
 (Under) or Over       
 
 Expenses (7/1/08 - 12/31/08) 
  

 YTD Total Actual Expenses     
 
 YTD Income less Expenses     
 
  (1) Includes Holy Day & Parish Collect- 
        ions, Donations, 

$366,203.76 
$274,758.51 

$  41,497.34 
$316,255.85 
$ (49,947.91) 
 
 
 
$371,149.91 
 

 
$ (54,894.06) 

Isn't it strange how we 
get jokes in e-mails and  
forward then right away 
but when we are going 
to send messages about 
God, we think about it 
twice before we share it 
with others? 

 



Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
414 West Vine Avenue 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902-1327 
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Altar Society. The Altar Society of Immaculate 
Conception Church is a time honored tradition in 
our parish. Currently there are about 25 men and 
women divided into four rotating teams who 
meet after the Saturday 8:30AM  Mass to clean 
the church. 
  
The Altar Society makes sure the altars are 
cleaned and dusted, replace  flowers, dust pews, 
window sills and stations, clean the sacristy and 
vestibule, replace votive candles and refill holy 
water fonts. The Altar Society's aim is to give 
the church a fresh look for the weekend masses. 

  
The members of the Altar Society have found 
this to be a wonderful ministry of service and an 
opportunity to meet  fellow parishioners who 
attend different masses. The Altar Society is al-
ways looking for new members. If you are inter-
ested contact Kathy Yochim at (865) 546-0648 
or at theyochims@peoplepc.com.  
 

Liturgical Environment Ministry. The Liturgi-

cal Environ-
ment Ministry 
of Immacu-
late Concep-
tion Church is 
respo ns ib le 
for decorating 
the church for 
the liturgical 
seasons of 
A d v e n t , 
C h r i s t m a s , 
Lent, Holy 
Week, Easter, 
P e n t e c o s t , 
C o r p u s 
Christi, Christ the King, special parish and feast 
days and the Ordinary Time of the Church. The 
Liturgical Environment Ministry also maintains 
the arrangement of flowers and plants through-
out our church. For additional information con-
tact Karin Hoover at hoover4@att.net or (865) 
689-6599. 
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Featured Groups - Altar Society and Liturgical Environment Ministries 


