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Lenten Suppers and Stations of the Cross 

 

During the six Fridays of 

lent various church groups 

hosted a light meatless sup-

per and the Stations of the 

Cross. Suppers were hosted 

by the IC Womenôs Group, 

Pastoral Council, Knights 

of Columbus, Childrenôs 

Liturgy of the Word, RCIA 

and the Haiti Committee. 

 

The Stations of the Cross 

were hosted by the IC 

Womenôs 

Group, So-

cial Justice 

Committee, 

Knights of 

Columbus, 

Youth Min-

istry, RCIA 

and ICôs  

Choir.  

 

 

Knoxville Diocese Smoky Mountain Deanery 

Council of Catholic Women Spring Meeting 

 
On Saturday, March 13th 

Immaculate Conception 

hosted the Smoky Moun-

tain Deanery Council of 

Catholic Women Spring 

General Sessions Meet-

ing. The event included a 

general meeting, Mass 

celebrated by Monsignor 

Mankel, and lunch. 

Womenôs Group leaders 

from Sacred Heart, Holy 

Cross, Holy Family, Holy 

Ghost, Immaculate Con-

ception, John XXIII, Our 

Lady of Fatima, St. Al-

bert the Great, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Joseph the 

Worker and St Mary churches met to discuss pro-

grams and events they are sponsoring at each of their 

parishes.  

 
The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

acts through it membership to support, empower and 

educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership 

and service. And, what a remarkable job they do! 
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Immaculate Conception Hosts Lenten Service 

 
On Wednes-

day, March 

17th the Feast 

of St. Patrick 

Im ma c u l a t e 

C o n c e p t i o n 

h o s t e d  a 

Lenten Re-

freshment and 

Renewal ser-

vice which 

was sponsored 

by the Down-

town Coopera-

tive Ministry. 

Several hun-

dred faithful 

attended the 

service which 

consisted of 

music from 

noon till 12:10 

followed by a 

prayer service 

from 12:10 till 12:45 when a light lunch of soup and 

sandwiches including desserts was served. Although 

these noontime services are scheduled to foster com-

mon and ecumenical  prayer during the Lenten Sea-

son, the Downtown Cooperative thought it appropri-

ate to assign Immaculate Conception the Wednesday 

of March 17th, because of our parishôs Irish heritage. 

The St. Patrickôs Day theme provided the spirit for 

both the prayer and the light lunch of soup and sand-

wiches afterward. It was a grand opportunity to share 

a common fellowship with our downtown Christian 

neighbors. 
 

 

2010 Irish Fest 

 

Be sure to set 

this date aside 

and mark your 

calendar. The 

third annual 

2010 Irish Fest 

will be on Satur-

day, August 14th from 5:00PM to 10:00PM.  

Was it a Miracle? You Decide. 

 

When the Lo-

retto Chapel in 

Santa Fe, NM 

was completed 

in 1878, there 

was no way to 

access the choir 

loft twenty-two 

feet above. Car-

penters were 

called in to ad-

dress the prob-

lem, but they all 

concluded ac-

cess to the loft 

would have to be by means of a ladder as a 

staircase would interfere with the interior space 

of the small Chapel. Legend has it that to find a 

solution to the problem, the sisters of the 

Chapel made a novena to St. Joseph, the patron 

saint of carpenters. On the ninth and final day of 

prayer, a man appeared at the Chapel with a 

donkey and a toolbox looking for work. Months 

later, the elegant circular staircase was com-

pleted, and the carpenter disappeared without 

pay or thanks. After searching for the man and 

finding no trace of him, some concluded that he 

was St. Joseph himself, having come in answer 

to the sisters' prayers. 

 

The carpenter built a magnificent structure. The 

design was innovative and several of the design 

considerations still perplex experts today. The 

staircase has two 360 degree turns and no visi-

ble means of support. There was no attachment 

unto any wall or pole in the stairway. It was 

built without nails - only wooden pegs. The 

wood used for the staircase is not indigenous to 

the region and cannot be found anywhere in the 

region. In 1887, ten years after it was built, a 

railing was added. The stairs have 33 steps, the 

age of Jesus when he died. So what do you 

think? Was it a miracle? 
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