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Council of Catholic Women Spring Meeting
During the six Fridays of
lent various church groups
hosted a light meatless sup-
per and the Stations of the
Cross. Suppers were hosted
by the IC Women’s Group,
Pastoral Council, Knights
of Columbus, Children’s
Liturgy of the Word, RCIA
and the Haiti Committee.

On Saturday, March 13th
Immaculate Conception |
hosted the Smoky Moun- ==
tain Deanery Council of &
Catholic Women Spring
General Sessions Meet-
ing. The event included a
general meeting, Mass SN
celebrated by Monsignor [ 4
Mankel, and lunch. %\
Women’s Group leaders [ : "'\%\\\\\\\\
from Sacred Heart, Holy * 15
Cross, Holy Family, Holy :

Ghost, Immaculate Con-

The Stations of the Cross
were hosted by the IC
Women’s

Group, So- ception, John XXIII, Our

cial Justice Lady of Fatima, St. Al-

Committee bert the Great, St. Francis of Assisi, St. _Joseph the

Knights of" Worker and St Mary churches met to discuss pro-
grams and events they are sponsoring at each of their

Columbl}s, parishes.

Youth Min- [

istry, RCIA [ The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

and IC’s |
Choir.

acts through it membership to support, empower and
educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership
and service. And, what a remarkable job they do!
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Immaculate Conception Hosts Lenten Service

On Wednes-
day, March
17" the Feast
of St. Patrick
Immaculate
Conception
hosted a
Lenten Re-
freshment and
Renewal  ser-
vice  which
was sponsored
by the Down-
town Coopera-
tive Ministry.
Several hun-
dred faithful
attended  the PN
service which [

consisted  of
music  from
noon till 12:10
followed by a
prayer service
from 12:10 till 12:45 when a light lunch of soup and
sandwiches including desserts was served. Although
these noontime services are scheduled to foster com-
mon and ecumenical prayer during the Lenten Sea-
son, the Downtown Cooperative thought it appropri-
ate to assign Immaculate Conception the Wednesday
of March 17", because of our parish’s Irish heritage.
The St. Patrick’s Day theme provided the spirit for
both the prayer and the light lunch of soup and sand-
wiches afterward. It was a grand opportunity to share
a common fellowship with our downtown Christian

neighbors.

2010 Irish Fest

Be sure to set
this date aside
and mark your
calendar. The
third annual
2010 Irish Fest

will be on Satur-
day, August 14th from 5:00PM to 10:00PM.

Was it a Miracle? You Decide.

When the Lo-
retto Chapel inpy
Santa Fe, NM N
was completed
in 1878,
was no way to
access the choir |
loft twenty-two |-
feet above. Car- |
penters WETe [
called in to ad-
dress the prob-
lem, but they all |
concluded ac-
cess to the loft '
would have to be by means of a ladder as a
staircase would interfere with the interior space
of the small Chapel. Legend has it that to find a
solution to the problem, the sisters of the
Chapel made a novena to St. Joseph, the patron
saint of carpenters. On the ninth and final day of
prayer, a man appeared at the Chapel with a
donkey and a toolbox looking for work. Months
later, the elegant circular staircase was com-
pleted, and the carpenter disappeared without
pay or thanks. After searching for the man and
finding no trace of him, some concluded that he
was St. Joseph himself, having come in answer
to the sisters' prayers.

The carpenter built a magnificent structure. The
design was innovative and several of the design
considerations still perplex experts today. The
staircase has two 360 degree turns and no visi-
ble means of support. There was no attachment
unto any wall or pole in the stairway. It was
built without nails - only wooden pegs. The
wood used for the staircase is not indigenous to
the region and cannot be found anywhere in the
region. In 1887, ten years after it was built, a
railing was added. The stairs have 33 steps, the
age of Jesus when he died. So what do you
think? Was it a miracle?
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Easter Vigil 2010: Joy springs forth from Pain

This  year’s |5 g
Easter  Vigil g @ |
celebration \*g#
proved to be a |SREe
unique  chal-
lenge calling
forth a totally f
new reflection [
on the Paschal
Mystery of our
Christian faith.
As we were
preparing  to
bless the Easter
fire, a terrible
accident - the
unthinkable took place. The special salt & alco-
hol fire flashed setting the vestments of Deacon
Joseph Hieu Vinh, his daughter, Trang Vinh,
and those of Patrick Connelly ablaze. They all
suffered serious burns on their arms and parts of
their faces.

Thanks to the quick thinking of Father Joe Cic-
cone, Ben Smith, Todd Birdwell, and others, the
fires were quickly extinguished. Firefighters and
emergency personnel arrived swiftly rushing the
victims to UT Medical Center. Eventually the
injured were transferred to the Burn Unit of Van-
derbilt Medical Center in Nashville.

Rosilyn Flanagan, a registered nurse, and many
others acted quickly providing care and comfort
until emergency responders arrived. We should
be filled with prayerful gratitude for their quick
action in the face of such a horrific accident.

What was truly amazing was that, in spite of the
trauma, Father Joe was able to continue the
Great Vigil and usher in the Easter Feast. During
the reading of the Scriptures and singing of the
Psalms, we couldn’t help but remember those
who had been hurt.

Yet, it was important to welcome into the
Catholic Church those who had long been pre-
paring for the Sacraments of Initiation including
coming to the Eucharistic table for the first
time. These brothers and sisters, in reflecting on
the night’s events, felt the grace of the Lord. By
faith, they and the rest of the assembly found
the inner strength to move from pain and fear
into peace and joy. Talk about the well-springs
of new birth!

It has taken the entire Easter Season to ponder
the great love of God in Christ’s Resurrection
and find healing. By faith, we celebrate God’s
presence in the midst of difficulty.

Our entire parish rejoices with those who were
received into the Church this Easter Vigil. Sa-
brina DeVault and Tammy Newman, received
the waters of baptism in a spirit of joy. The can-
didates, Rosemary Amabile, Bradley Arnwine,
Jaime Arnwine, Patrick Berge, Paige Conley-
Smith, Kevin Evans, Sidney Gilreath, Ralph
Herbert, Nancy Nelson, Sarah Pross, Marga-
ret Short, and Kristy Watson were confirmed
and welcomed into full communion with the
Catholic Church.

Jordan Hodges and Veronica Jolly, who were
already one with us in Baptism and Eucharist,
received the sacrament of Confirmation.
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The Fossick Papers (by Larry Gibney)

Our parish was recently the recipient of a gift of
the personal papers of Thomas Lancelot Fossick,

the Catholic railroad contractor who oversaw
construction of the first Immaculate Conception
church in 1855. From these papers we have
looked at Fossick's interesting life and other is-
sues from the past days of our parish . Among
these papers is correspondence, dating from the
early 1890s, between Fossick, then living in Ala-
bama, and Father Francis Marron, pastor of Im-
maculate Conception. Fossick reminisced about
the founding days of the parish and Father Mar-
ron told Fossick of details surrounding the build-
ing of the present church recently completed. In
this final article we will look at several interest-
ing details about the present church, long forgot-
ten, passed on by Father Marron to Fossick.

The Stations of the
Cross. The present
church was completed
and occupied in 1886.
In that same year pa-
rishioner Martin Con-
don was serving on the
Knoxville Board of
Education and in 1888
he became Mayor of
Knoxville, the first of
three Immaculate Con-
ception parishioners to
hold that office. As the
various furnishings of
the new church were
being put in place
Condon donated the

beautiful Stations of

the Cross. They were made in Munich, Germany
and Father Marron calls them “Munich Sta-
tions”. The relief is some kind of a stone and
concrete casting coated with a bronze finish. The
wood frames are ash. As far as anyone knows
they are still in their original condition having
never required any refurbishing.

There is an interesting postscript to this dona-
tion by Martin Condon concerning the Paulist
Fathers. In 1900 the Paulist Fathers purchased
Hundred Oaks Castle in Winchester and were
beginning a missionary effort in Tennessee that
would continue into the 1950s. Condon became
interested in that project and he donated the
funds to convert the great hall in the castle into
a chapel.

The Monstrance. The monstrance is the elabo-
rate gold case in which the Host is displayed
during Benediction. Father Marron says that a
monstrance was donated to the church by a
“Protestant Gentleman”. Father Joe has recently
had the present monstrance refurbished. It is
unclear whether this is the one Father Marron
refers to or is a later replacement. Unfortunately
Father Marron gives no further details. There
must be an interesting back story to this dona-
tion now forever lost.

The Altars. In 1991 the parish celebrated the
centennial of the dedication of the parish's
elaborate marble altars. Although the church
was completed in 1886 the construction of the
altar alcove was delayed because the original
church stood in the way and had to be removed.
As part of the preparation for the ceremony an
effort was made to gather information on the
origin of the altars.

Two stories have circulated over the years on
the origins of the altars.

In one version the altars are of local origin and
this version has some circumstantial support. In
that era Knoxville was called the “Marble City”.
Locally quarried marble was shipped all over
the country and local marble craftsmen were
capable of executing elaborate designs. Their
work can be seen in the city's older cemeteries
including Calvary. One parishioner insisted she
knew the altars were crafted locally because her
grandfather, a marble worker, had helped build
them.
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The other story
holds that the
altars were im-
ported from It-
aly. No defini-
tive documenta-

tion could be
found to clarify

and settle the Fo
issue.
Now Father B

Marron in this
information he
supplied to Tho-
mas  Fossick
settles the issue. He says the altars were im-
ported from Italy and the following is his telling
of the details.

As planning for the altar alcove got underway a
new local architect, L. B. Wheeler, was hired.
The church building had been designed by the
noted local architect, Joseph Baumann. At that
point a group of eleven parishioners came for-
ward, led by George Callahan, and offered to
pool their resources and purchase the finest altars
available for the new church. George Callahan
was a successful railroad contractor. He built
much of the track for the L&N railroad in the
area and over his long career he built railroads as
far away as Cuba. He was a brother of Father
Emmanuel Callahan, the missionary priest who
converted many of Immaculate Conception's
mission outposts throughout middle and upper
East Tennessee into parishes in the early years of
the twentieth century. George Callahan was a
behind the scenes financier of many of his
brother's church building projects. The names of
the other donors are unknown. These men se-
lected the altars and saw to their installation. It is
very unlikely that anyone went to Italy to pur-
chase the altars. Either the component pieces or
the complete altars would have been selected
from an importer's catalog and shipped to Knox-
ville. In that Victorian Era importers of high end
European furnishings and architectural detail
work were doing a booming business.

Actually both the local and the imported ver-
sion of the altar's origins have an element of
truth and it is easy to see how different versions
would develop over the years. While the major
marble components were imported some local
marble probably was used in the structure and
local marble workers would have been em-
ployed in the construction. As the years pass
people remember events differently.

This concludes the major information to be
gleaned from the Fossick Papers. Interestingly,
they provide a look at the lives of men like Tho-
mas Fossick as well as a number of other lay-
men who, from the beginning, have done so
much to advance the Catholic faith in East Ten-
nessee.

We owe a great debt to Charles Newcomer of
Fairhope, Alabama, a descendant of Thomas
Fossick who discovered these papers and do-
nated them to Immaculate Conception. These
papers will be preserved in the files of the par-
ish. Thank you and God bless you Mr. New-
comer.

A Special Thanks to Larry Gibney

The Summit Hill Bea-
con would like to say a
very special thank you
on behalf of all IC pa- |
rishioners to Larry
Gibney for his out-
standing articles on the
Fossick Papers which
appeared in the last
four editions of the
Summit Hill Beacon.

Larry authored The
Church on Summit
Hill in 1986 the cen-
tennial celebration of ‘

the present IC church building. In 2005 the 150"
anniversary of IC Larry updated his book with new
information that had been made available to him by
several IC parishioners. Copies of Larry’s book are
available at the parish office. It’s a must read!
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Abortion and the Conscience of the Nation
(continued from the March 2010 newsletter)

While sitting as the fortieth president of the
United States, in 1983 Ronald Reagan authored
Abortion and the Conscience of the Nation. | t
a powerful testimony to the value of human life.

Abortion concerns not just the unborn child; it
concerns every one of us. The English poet, John
Donne, wrote: "... any man's death diminishes
me, because I am involved in mankind; and
therefore never send to know for whom the bell
tolls; it tolls for thee."

We cannot diminish the value of one category of
human life - the unborn - without diminishing
the value of all human life. We saw tragic proof
of this truism last year when the Indiana courts
allowed the starvation death of "Baby Doe" in
Bloomington because the child had Down's Syn-
drome.

Over the first two years of my Administration I
have closely followed and assisted efforts in
Congress to reverse the tide of abortion - efforts
of Congressmen, Senators and citizens respond-
ing to an urgent moral crisis. Regrettably, I have
also seen the massive efforts of those who, under
the banner of "freedom of choice," have so far
blocked every effort to reverse nationwide abor-
tion-on-demand.

Despite the formidable obstacles before us, we
must not lose heart. This is not the first time our
country has been divided by a Supreme Court
decision that denied the value of certain human
lives. The Dred Scott decision of 1857 was not
overturned in a day, or a year, or even a decade.
At first, only a minority of Americans recog-
nized and deplored the moral crisis brought
about by denying the full humanity of our black
brothers and sisters; but that minority persisted
in their vision and finally prevailed. They did it
by appealing to the hearts and minds of their
countrymen, to the truth of human dignity under
God. From their example, we know that respect
for the sacred value of human life is too deeply

engrained in the hearts of our people to remain
forever suppressed. But the great majority of the
American people have not yet made their voices
heard, and we cannot expect them to - any more
than the public voice arose against slavery - un-
il the issue is clearly framed and presented.

What, then, is the real issue? I have often said
that when we talk about abortion, we are talking
about two lives - the life of the mother and the
life of the unborn child. Why else do we call a
pregnant woman a mother? I have also said that
anyone who doesn't feel sure whether we are
talking about a second human life should
clearly give life the benefit of the doubt. If you
don't know whether a body is alive or dead, you
would never bury it. I think this consideration
itself should be enough for all of us to insist on
protecting the unborn.

The case against abortion does not rest here,
however, for medical practice confirms at every
step the correctness of these moral sensibilities.
Modern medicine treats the unborn child as a
patient. Medical pioneers have made great
breakthroughs in treating the unborn - for ge-
netic problems, vitamin deficiencies, irregular
heart rhythms, and other medical conditions.
Who can forget George Will's moving account
of the little boy who underwent brain surgery
six times during the nine weeks before he was
born? Who is the patient if not that tiny unborn
human being who can feel pain when he or she
is approached by doctors who come to kill
rather than to cure?

The real question today is not when human life
begins, but, what is the value of human life?
The abortionist who reassembles the arms and
legs of a tiny baby to make sure all its parts
have been torn from its mother's body can
hardly doubt whether it is a human being. The
real question for him and for all of us is whether
that tiny human life has a God-given right to be
protected by the law - the same right we have.

To be continued in the next edition of The
Summit Hill Beacon.
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A Warm Welcome To Newly Registered
Immaculate Conception Parishioners

Seven new families and 14 individuals have joined
Immaculate Conception in the last quarter including
Mary Morrissey; Toby & Julianne Applegate, Chloe
& Arabella Hirst, Brach Applegate; Rosemary
Amabile; Nancy Nelson; Modupe & Ruth and
Jeremiah Osaro; Thomas Ray; Kristy Watson; Patrick
Berge; Deborah Dawkins; Jordan Hodges; Veronica
and Chance & Natalia Jolly; Russell & Am-
ber, Nathan & Sadie White; Sarah Pross; Ralph Her-
bert; Sidney Gilreath; Tammy Newman; Louie Smith
& Paige Conley-Smith, Jon Smith; Joseph Meadow-
croft; Kristin Kunzel; Brigid Lammers; Ernestine
Morigne; Chris & Katy and Emery Richards.

On behalf of the Paulist Fathers and all Immaculate
Conception parishioners, The Summit Hill Beacon
extends a warm welcome to all of you and we pray
you find Immaculate Conception a loving and caring
Catholic community.

While shopping in a
food store, two nuns
happened to pass a
beer cooler. One
nun said to the
other, “Wouldn’t a
nice cold beer or two
taste wonderful on a
Y hot summer eve-
. ning?” The second
Sinun answered
“Indeed it would Sis-
ter, but | wouldn’t
feel comfortable
buying beer as | am certain that it would cause
a scene at the check-out counter.” “I can han-
dle that without a problem” she replied as she
picked up a six-pack and headed for the check
-out. The cashier had a surprised look on his
face when the two nuns arrived with a six-pack
of beer. “We use the beer for washing our hair”
the nun said. “A good shampoo, of sorts, if you
will.” Without blinking an eye, the cashier
reached under the counter, pulled out a pack-
age of pretzel sticks and placed them in the
bag with the beer. He then looked the nun
straight in the eye, smiled and said, “The curl-
ers are on the house.”

From Sister Mary Paulinus

Knights of Columbus Membership Tops 1.8
Million

The Knights of
Columbus passed
a significant mile-
stone on April 30,
2010, when its
membership  ex-
ceeded 1.8 mil-
lion. At the end of
the last day of April, the official tally of Knights of
Columbus around the world stood at 1,800,445.

“Achieving this milestone in membership is a testa-
ment to the high regard in which the Knights of Co-
lumbus is held among Catholic men everywhere,”
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson said. “We offer a
unique opportunity to serve our church and our
communities as one of the most active service or-
ganizations anywhere in the world.”

Quarterly Financial Report

Thank you so much for your continued generos-
ity. May God forever bless you for your contri-
butions to Immaculate Conception.

Income (7/1/09 - 3/31/10)

YTD Total Planned Income $533,879.94
Regular Offertory Giving $460,039.11
Additional Income " $ 71,077.03
YTD Total Actual Income $531,116.14
(Under) or Over $ (2,763.80)
Expenses (7/1/09 - 3/30/10)

YTD Total Actual Expenses  $535,649.47

YTD Income less Expenses $ (4,533.33)

(1) Includes Holy Day & Parish Collections,
Donations, Candles and Mass Stipends
Does not include $10,173 in Piano Fund.

The Summit Hill Beacon contact person is pa-
rishioner Paul Schmidt at (865) 607-2111 or
paul schmidt@bellsouth.net. All comments and
suggestions are welcomed.
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Featured Group - Paulist Associates

“To the Lord | would
the powers he has given me. They are all his. He
gave and for his purpose they should be em-
p | 0 y FRati@r Isadc Hecker.

For many years, the
Paulist Fathers have pwid
worked together with

lay people in their foun-
dations and ministries.
To allow them to have
an even more intimate
connection with the Pau-
list Fathers, the Paulists
created the Paulist Asso-
ciate program. Men and
women - even non-
Catholic Christians - are invited to freely associ-
ate themselves with the Paulist spirituality and
charism by making a commitment to embody the
ideals of the Paulist in their daily living. With
these associates, the charism of the Paulist - in-
carnating the Roman Catholic faith in North

devote all my

American - is extended beyond the limited mem-
bership of the Paulist community itself.

If You’re Interested ...

Adult Christians are invited to explore and ex-
perience the Paulist community and charism as a
Paulist Associate. Becoming an associate in-
volves a discernment period consisting of an in-
formational meeting, a retreat, and a six-session
formation program which explores various
themes of Paulist spirituality and mission. Fol-
lowing the discernment period, those who wish
to make formal application to be a Paulist Asso-
ciate may do so. Those who are approved for
membership make a one-year commitment to the
associate group, a commitment which is renewed
annually.

Immaculate Conception has an active Paulist As-
sociates group. Presently there are 14 Paulist As-
sociates at Immaculate Conception. For addi-
tional information contact Marian Howard at
icaff@bellsouth,net or (865) 522-1508.

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
414 West Vine Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902-1327

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Her eées

your

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
KNOXVILLE TN
PERMIT # 438

|l mmacul at e

soul and

Concepti/on

al

QL



