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Knights of Columbus Sixth Annual Blue Mass 

 

A Blue 

Mass is a 

Mass cele-

brated for 

the spiritual 

intentions of 

police and 

firefighters. 

The Knights 

of Colum-

bus, Council 645 spon-

sored  the 6th Annual 

Blue Mass hosted by 

Monsignor Mankel, 

Pastor Holy Ghost 

Catholic Church on 

September 11, 2009, 

Monsignor Mankel 

was the principal cele-

brant. 

 

At 6:45am, the Mass 

was timed appropri-

ately for shift-changes 

in the local Police Department, Sheriff's Depart-

ment, and Fire Departments. 

The Blue Mass dates back to 1934 in Baltimore, 

MD. While the Blue Mass is a common tradition 

in the Northeast United States, it has more re-

cently been extended throughout the United 

States.  In the wake of September 11th, 2001    

(9-11); the Blue Mass has become a way to 

honor and recognize the sacrifice of police, fire-

fighters, and emergency response workers and to 

remember those who have given their lives in 

service to their communities. 
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The Plight of Iraqi Chaldean Catholics 

 

Since Baghdad fell on April 9, 2003 ending Sad-

dam Husseinôs 24 year rule over 4.2 million 

Iraqis, more than 16% of the Iraqi population, 

have lost their homes and became refugees. As 

of June 2007, the United Nations estimates that 

2.2 million Iraqis had been displaced to 

neighboring countries. Most are fleeing system-

atic persecution and have no desire to return.  

 

The United Nations reports that although Chris-

tians including Chaldeans (the majority sect), 

Armenians and Syrian Catholics comprise less 

than 2% of Iraq's population, they make up al-

most 40% of the refugees fleeing Iraq. Over 80% 

of Iraqi Christians have left the country. In 1987, 

the last Iraqi census counted 1.4 million Chris-

tians. Since the end of the war Christians total 

numbers have slumped to an estimated  200,000 

(the exact number is not known). 

 

The Christian 

community in 

Iraq currently 

faces possible 

extinction as a 

result of reli-

gious persecu-

tion. Chris-

tians in Iraq 

live with the 

daily threat of 

b o m b i n g s , 

kidnappings, 

beheadings , 

v a n d a l i s m , 

d i s c r i m i n a -

tion,  extor-

tion, loss of 

jobs and ulti-

mately death. 

Christians in 

Iraq are terror-

ized from all 

sides including Sunni, Shiite and Kurdish ex-

tremists. Men, women  and  children  are not just  

caught  in  the  crossfire; they are targeted by 
Islamic extremists because of their Christian faith.  

 

In mid-March 2008, 

the Chaldean Catholic 

Archbishop of Mosul, 

Paulos Faraj Rahho 

was kidnapped by gun-

man and subsequently 

found dead in a shal-

low grave near Mosul. 

His two body guards 

and driver were killed. 
 

Chaldean Catholics who flee Iraq usually end 

up in refugee camps in Syria, Turkey, Jordan or 

Egypt. Sadly, they typically spend 2 to 3 years 

in these refugee camps before they are relo-

cated. Australia, Germany, Greece, Jordan, the 

Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom and 

the United States are the leading countries who 

are accepting Iraqi refugees.  
 

As of the 2000 census there were 82 thousand 

Chaldean Catholics in the United States. Ac-

cording to the Chaldean American Chamber 

of Commerce there are now about 155 thou-

sand Chaldean Catholics in the United States. 

About 120 thousand are in the Detroit area and 

35 thousand are throughout the United States. 
 

T h e r e 

are two 

C h a l -

d e a n 

Catholic 

dioceses 

in the 

U n i t e d 

S t a t e s .  

The Ep-

archy of 

St. Tho-

mas the Apostle of the Chaldeans in South-

field, MI which has five parishes in the Detroit 

area and two in Chicago and The Eparchy of St. 

Peter the Apostle of the Chaldeans in San 

Diego which has six parishes in California and 

one in Arizona.  
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Fifty-nine Chaldean Churches have been  
attacked or bombed since June 2004 

St. Thomas Chaldean Church, West Bloomfield, MI 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Paulos_Faraj_Rahho.jpg


Chaldean Catholics are highly religious people 

who are proud of their Christian heritage. They 

trace their Christian heritage to Saint Thomas, 

the Apostle and thus are sometimes called  Saint 

Thomas Christians. 

 

Solar Cooking Project 

 

On August 

23rd and 

24th the IC 

Womenôs 

Group held 

a bake sale 
to raise 

money for 

their 2009 

I n t e r n a -

tional Pro-

ject. The 

money from 

the bake 

sale was 

used to sup-

port a Solar 

C o o k i n g 

Project. So-

lar cooking 

kits are be-

ing pro-

vided for the women in refugee camps in Chad 

where over 250,000 have fled from the violence in 

Darfur, Sudan.  

 

The ovens are made of aluminum foil and card-

board and last from six to nine months. They en-

able the women to cook rice, macaroni, la boule 

(tradition millet or maize-based meal, la bouille 

(porridge), millet, wheat, beans, lentils, yellow 

peas, sweet potatoes, meat, sauces and tea. These 

cookers provide an opportunity for the women to 

provide their families with protein rich grains 

that otherwise would require too much firewood. 

Boiling drinking water also reduces disease. 

Those who purchased baked goods become part 

of the solution to the problems of Darfur refu-

gees while enjoying a taste of excellent; the 

ICWGôs baked goodies!  

 

Sister Mary Paulinus Celebrates Diamond 

Jubilee 

 

On Saturday, 

September 19, 

2009 Sister 

Mary Paulinus, 

Sister Cath-

erine Marie 

and  S is ter 

Mary Prisca 

celebrated their 

75th anniver-

sary with the 

S i s t e r s  o f 

Mercy. To-

gether they 

have collec-

tively served 

God for over 

225 years. A 

Celebration Mass was held 

at Saint Raphael the Arch-

angel Catholic Church in 

Louisville, KY at 2:00pm. 

A reception followed at 

Assumption High School.  

 

Some of you may know 

and remember Sister Pau-

linus. She spent 12 years at 

Immaculate Conceptionôs 

Saint Maryôs school after 

which she taught at Sacred 

Heart school until she went  

to Louisville in 1983. She 

is now 94 years young and 

sharp as a ñtackò.  
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Did you know there are two types of Deacons; Per-
manent Deacons and Transitional Deacons. A perma-
nent deacon is just that - permanent. He is generally 
a middle age or older man in a long term, stable mar-
riage. Once he is ordained to the diaconate he cannot 
marry or remarry. A Transitional Deacon is  a celibate 
man who has been ordained a deacon and who in-
tends to become a priest.  



Paulist Media Ministries 

 

The Paulist Media Ministries include the Paulist 

Press, Paulist Productions and BustedHalo. 

 

The Paulist Press is the largest 

Catholic distributor and pub-

lisher in the world, employing 235 

lay employees and the services of 

six Paulist priests. The Paulist 

Press distributes almost 20 million books, pam-

phlets and magazines each year. In 1963 the Pau-

list Press enlarged greatly when it acquired New-

man Press. After its founding in 1865 by Father 

Isaac Hecker the Paulist Press began publishing 

The Catholic World magazine and has done so 

since then.  

 

The Paulist Press is headed up by its President 

Father Lawrence Boadt, CSP. For additional in-

formation visit the Paulist Press website at 

http://www.paulistpress.com. 
 

The Paulist Productions create films 

and television programs that both 

entertain and enlighten. Spiritual 

values are at the heart of each pro-

duction. The late Father Ellwood 

"Bud" Kieser   founded Paulist Productions in 

1960 to produce the syndicated series "Insight" 

which won five Emmy Awards during its 23 

year run. Paulist Productions has worked with a 

stellar line up of talent including Carol Burnett, 

Patty Duke, Walter Matthau, Ed Asner, Ron 

Howard and Rod Serling, to mention a few.  

 

As of September 1, 2009 Paulist Productions is 

headed up by its new President Father Eric An-

drews, CSP. For additional information visit  the  

Paulist Productions website at http://

www.paulistprductions.com. 

 

BustedHalo is an on-line magazine 

for spiritual seekers in their 20s and 

30s.  Drawing from the wisdom of 

Catholic tradition, BustedHalo be-

lieves that the  joys and the hopes, the 

grief's and the anxieties of the people of this age  

group are also the joys and hopes, the grief's 

and anxieties of all of Godôs peo-

ple. BustedHalo strives to reveal  this spiritual 

dimension of our lives through feature stories, 

reviews, interviews, faith guides, commentaries, 

audio clips, discussions and connections to re-

treats, worship, and service opportunities that 

canôt be found anywhere else. BustedHalo  is 

committed to creating a forum that is open, in-

formed, unexpected, unpredictable, balanced 

and thought-provoking.   

 
Father Dave Dwyer, CSP heads up BustedHalo. Fa-

ther Dave also hosts the BustedHalo show on The 

Catholic Channel of Sirius 159 and XM 117. For 

additional information visit the BustedHalo website 

at http://www.bustedhalo.com. 

 
Mass to Celebrate the Iraqi Chaldean Community   

 

On Saturday, August 

29th at 4:00pm a Mass 

and gathering spon-

sored by the Knox-

ville diocese was held 

at Sacred Heart Ca-

thedral for the Chal-

dean Catholic com-

munity ï émigrés 

from Iraq. Those who 

attended learned 

about the plight of the 

persecuted Christian 

community in Iraq 

and met with those 

who have recently 

emigrated from Iraq 

and have joined a 

very distinguished community of Chaldean 

Catholics here in Knoxville. A gathering fol-

lowed Mass with refreshments and presenta-

tions on the suffering members of the perse-

cuted Church in Iraq have experienced. 

 

Paul Simoneau, Director of the Dioceseôs Jus-

tice and Peace office announced there are pres-

ently about 120 Chaldean families in the Knox-

ville area. Please keep them all in your prayers. 
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The Fossick Papers (by Larry Gibney) 

 

Thomas Lancelot Fossick was a Catholic in-

volved in railroad construction in East Tennes-

see. In 1855 he undertook supervision of the 

building of the first Immaculate Conception 

church. A descendant of Thomas Fossick re-

cently donated a number of his personal papers 

to our parish. In the last edition we looked at 

Fossick's early life from his birth in England 

through his building of our first church. His in-

teresting life story continues here. The source of 

this information is Fossick's own correspon-

dence and writings. 

 

With completion of the first Immaculate Con-

ception church the anti Catholic furor in Knox-

ville quieted down. The goal of the ñKnow Noth-

ingsò had been to prevent a permanent Catholic 

establishment in Knoxville and completion of 

the church sent a clear message that their efforts 

had failed. Fossick continued to prosper con-

tracting for stone masonry projects as the rail-

roads continued to expand throughout the area. 

In 1858 things went bad. He says that he over 

reached, taking on more work than he could ade-

quately manage and bidding too low to get the 

work. He went into bankruptcy and lost every-

thing. This must have had repercussions in the 

Immaculate Conception community as his labor 

force was made up of the Irish immigrant parish-

ioners. Through a friend he was able to get a new 

contract on the Charleston and Memphis Rail-

road and he moved with his immediate family to 

Sheffield, Colbert County, Alabama. 

 

He paid off his debtors and got back on his feet 

and was prospering again when the outbreak of 

the Civil War ended railroad construction. Ever 

industrious he converted his resources into the 

saltpeter business. Saltpeter is potassium nitrate, 

an ingredient in the manufacture of gunpowder. 

In that day the material was often processed 

from the musty soil in caves. As he had once ac-

quired stone quarries he now bought or leased 

land with caves, set up the processing facilities 

and contracted with the Confederate government 

to supply this essential war material. However, 

when the Union army began operating in north  

Alabama they promptly shut down his opera-

tion. 

 

Out of work Fossick and his family returned to 

Knoxville. He had previously been joined in 

Knoxville by members of his extended family 

from England and they, including his mother, 

had remained in Knoxville and the Immaculate 

Conception community when he moved to Ala-

bama. Members of this extended family would 

be members of Immaculate Conception for an-

other century. He attempted to get into the salt-

peter business in Knoxville without much suc-

cess. 

 

Knoxville was still in Confederate hands when 

he returned. One day Confederate soldiers came 

calling and demanded that Fossick hand over 

his horse. He refused and a confrontation en-

sued. One of the soldiers drew a pistol and said 

he was going to shoot Fossick and take the 

horse. Another soldier, not wanting to be part of 

a murder, knocked the pistol aside and no one 

was hurt. Apparently the horse was taken off for 

service in the Confederate army. 

 

Shortly thereafter the Union army took posses-

sion of Knoxville. Threatened by a Confederate 

force moving north from Chattanooga the Un-

ion forces began building a ring of fortifications 

around the city. One element of those fortifica-

tions was an artillery position on Summit Hill 

next to Immaculate Conception church. Fossick 

relates that the federal soldiers began forcing 

Knoxville citizens to work on the fortifications. 

Eventually the soldiers came looking for him. 

He firmly refused to work on the fortifications 

and an order was given to bayonet him. Faced 

with this threat he backed down and agreed to 

work. He worked one day and slipped away. He 

adds, ñAnd they never got a chance at me 

againò. Having now had potentially violent run-

ins with both sides he had enough of the Civil 

War. He took his immediate family and fled to 

Canada where he knew someone from his early 

life in England. 

 

When the war ended he went back to Alabama 

and reestablished his masonry business. He  
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The Fossick Papers (continued) 

 

named the small community outside of Sheffield 

where he and his sons settled ñIngletonò after his 

home village in England. He opened a large 

limestone quarry and got involved in the re-

building efforts repairing the devastation left 

from the war. He eventually had interests in 

other quarrying operations, one as far away as 

Indiana. He died in his Alabama home in 1894 at 

the age of 77, a wealthy and respected man. 

 

Thomas Fossick led an interesting, eventful and 

productive life. But he should be remembered 

for something more than just these events and 

accomplishments. His life was animated by a 

deep faith and devotion to his church. 

 

In relating the events of his life he repeatedly 

states his conviction that God is guiding and di-

recting his life. He gives thanks for the successes 

and accepts his low points and failures as some-

how God's will for him. He often finds an appro-

priate scripture quote to backup these convic-

tions. His devotion to his Catholic faith led to 

something of an obsession to see the Catholic 

faith established and practiced in the places 

where he was living. We have seen his role in 

this regard in Knoxville. North Alabama was 

still mission territory served by traveling priests 

when he moved there. As Fossick had done in 

Knoxville his home in Alabama became a place 

for Mass when priests were available. He ex-

presses joy when he learns that the Benedictine 

Fathers were establishing Saint Bernard Monas-

tery in Cullman and would be doing pastoral 

work in north Alabama, a first step toward per-

manency. He mentions the eventual establish-

ment of two parishes in the area and implies in-

volvement but gives few details regarding the 

role he played. Late in his life, reminiscing about 

his Knoxville involvement, he gave credit to the 

Immaculate Conception parishioners for building 

the church although we know that he funded the 

project, provided materials and released his labor 

force from his railroad projects to work on the 

building. 

 

 

Thomas Fossick is a patriarch of the Catholic 

faith in East Tennessee and he should not slip 

from our historical memories. 

 

More from the Fossick Papers in the next edi-

tion of the Summit Hill Beacon. 

St. Joseph School Fall Festival 

 

The 29th an-

nual St. Jo-

seph School 

Fall Festival 

was held on 

October 16th 

& 17th. Due to 

the gym con-

struction at 

the school, St. 

Albert the 

Great Church graciously hosted the Fall Festi-

val this year. It was a fun day for all. 
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Newcomer Dinner 

 

On Sunday, October 4th at 6:00pm newcomers to 

our parish were welcomed at a potluck dinner in 

the parish hall. It was a great opportunity to be-

come better acquainted with those who have re-

cently joined Immaculate Conception and to 

celebrate their new life in our vibrant, growing 

parish community.  

 

Since the first 

of the year 

through mid-

N o v e m b e r 

we have had 

32 new fami-

lies and 24 

indiv iduals 

join Immacu-

late Concep-

tion. With the 

addition of 

our newcomers we now have a total of 871 regis-

tered parishioners at Immaculate Conception.  

 

As We Enter 

The Advent Sea-

son Let Us All 

Rejoice 

 
In just a few weeks 

we will celebrate 

the birth of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 

The Summit Hill      

B e a c o n would 

like to wish you a 

very merry and 

blessed Christmas 

and a happy, 

blessed and pros-

perous new year. 

 

A Warm Welcome To Newly Registered  

Immaculate Conception Parishioners 
 

Four new families and 10 individuals have joined 

Immaculate  Conception  in the last quarter in-

cluding Robert Marlino, Mary and Phillip Marlino, 

Tim & Susan Campbell, Dale & Janet Pearson, 

Savannah and Elizabeth Pearson, Lauren Chiles 

Eric Zaremski, Timothy & Melodee Pohl, Alex 

Pohl, Michael Morris, Desiree Ketteringham, 

James Kocis, Jeannine Wirth, David Hirsch, 

Jessica Black, Ashley Musselman, and Sean 

McDermott. 
 

On behalf of the Paulist Fathers and all Im-

maculate Conception parishioners, The Summit 

Hill Beacon extends a warm welcome to all of 

you and we pray you find Immaculate Concep-

tion a loving and caring Catholic community. 

 

 

Quarterly Financial Report 
 

Thank you so much for your continued generos-

ity. May God forever bless you for your contri-

butions to Immaculate Conception. 

 

The Summit Hill Beacon contact person is pa-

rishioner Paul Schmidt at (865) 607-2111 or 

paul_schmidt@bellsouth.net. All comments and 

suggestions are welcomed. 
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 Income (7/1/09 - 9/30/09) 
__ 

 YTD Total Planned Income       
 Regular Offertory Giving      
 Additional Income (1)         
 YTD Total Actual Income      
 (Under) or Over       

 
 Expenses (7/1/09 - 9/30/09) 
 

 YTD Total Actual Expenses     

 
 YTD Income less Expenses     

 
(1) Includes Holy Day & Parish Collections, Donations, 
        Candles and Mass Stipends 

$177,949.98 

$138.173.06 

$  11,321.63 

$149,494.69 

$ (28,455.29) 

 
 

 

$169,227.22 
 

 

$ (19,732.53) 

If we pray, we will believe; 
If we believe, we will love; 
If we love, we will serve.  

 

Mother Teresa 



Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
414 West Vine Avenue 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902-1327 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Hereės your Immaculate Conception Quarterly Newsletter 

Featured Group - Knoxville Cursillo 
 

The Cursillo Movement proposes no new type of 

spirituality, but simply a method through which 

oneôs spirituality may be developed, lived, and 

shared in any area of human life, where there are 

Christians willing to dedicate their lives to Christ 

in an ongoing manner. The method is introduced 

on a Cursillo weekend. 

  

Cursillo (pronounced kur-see-yo) is a Spanish 

word meaning ñlittleò or ñshort course.ò It be-

gins on a Thursday evening and ends the follow-

ing Sunday evening. During the three days, those 

attending live, pray, work together and listen to 

talks by priests, religious and laity. Each talk is 

followed by a small group discussion. The basis 

atmosphere of Cursillo differs greatly from the 

solitude of an individual retreat. Community and  

personal sharing is built-in throughout the week-

end in a spirit of joy. 

 

The ñafterò activity of the Cursillo is known as 

the ñFourth Day.ò During this time perseverance 

is important, just as it is in any method of re-

newal. Three means of perseverance are encour-

aged in your Fourth Day. Reunions of small 

groups of friends are formed in order to encour-

age one another in spiritual improvement and 

Christian apostolate. The ñUltreya,ò a Spanish 

word meaning ñOnward,ò is a reunion of the lar-

ger Cursillo community. Lastly, the School of 

Leaders is a reunion of Cursillistas that rein-

forces, enhances and enlarges the learning of the 

Cursillo weekend. Through all these ways, one is 

exposed to the spiritual growth, example and 

leadership of other Cursillistas in the commu-

nity. 

  

For additional information visit the Cursillo web 

site www.knoxvillecursillo.org or contact Ted 

Newsom at tnewsom@utk.edu or (865) 951-

0775. 
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The Method of Evangelization 
Make a Friend, Be a Friend and 

Bring Your Friend to Christ  


