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Knights of Columbus Sixth Annual Blue Mass 

 

A Blue 

Mass is a 

Mass cele-

brated for 

the spiritual 

intentions of 

police and 

firefighters. 

The Knights 

of Colum-

bus, Council 645 spon-

sored  the 6th Annual 

Blue Mass hosted by 

Monsignor Mankel, 

Pastor Holy Ghost 

Catholic Church on 

September 11, 2009, 

Monsignor Mankel 

was the principal cele-

brant. 

 

At 6:45am, the Mass 

was timed appropri-

ately for shift-changes 

in the local Police Department, Sheriff's Depart-

ment, and Fire Departments. 

The Blue Mass dates back to 1934 in Baltimore, 

MD. While the Blue Mass is a common tradition 

in the Northeast United States, it has more re-

cently been extended throughout the United 

States.  In the wake of September 11th, 2001    

(9-11); the Blue Mass has become a way to 

honor and recognize the sacrifice of police, fire-

fighters, and emergency response workers and to 

remember those who have given their lives in 

service to their communities. 
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Deacon John Riehl, Holy Trinity Church, Jefferson City,  

Reverend Monsignor Mankel, Father John Orr  



The Plight of Iraqi Chaldean Catholics 

 

Since Baghdad fell on April 9, 2003 ending Sad-

dam Husseinôs 24 year rule over 4.2 million 

Iraqis, more than 16% of the Iraqi population, 

have lost their homes and became refugees. As 

of June 2007, the United Nations estimates that 

2.2 million Iraqis had been displaced to 

neighboring countries. Most are fleeing system-

atic persecution and have no desire to return.  

 

The United Nations reports that although Chris-

tians including Chaldeans (the majority sect), 

Armenians and Syrian Catholics comprise less 

than 2% of Iraq's population, they make up al-

most 40% of the refugees fleeing Iraq. Over 80% 

of Iraqi Christians have left the country. In 1987, 

the last Iraqi census counted 1.4 million Chris-

tians. Since the end of the war Christians total 

numbers have slumped to an estimated  200,000 

(the exact number is not known). 

 

The Christian 

community in 

Iraq currently 

faces possible 

extinction as a 

result of reli-

gious persecu-

tion. Chris-

tians in Iraq 

live with the 

daily threat of 

b o m b i n g s , 

kidnappings, 

beheadings, 

v a n d a l i s m , 

d i s c r im in a -

tion,  extor-

tion, loss of 

jobs and ulti-

mately death. 

Christians in 

Iraq are terror-

ized from all 

sides including Sunni, Shiite and Kurdish ex-

tremists. Men, women  and  children  are not just  

caught  in  the  crossfire; they are targeted by 
Islamic extremists because of their Christian faith.  

 

In mid-March 2008, 

the Chaldean Catholic 

Archbishop of Mosul, 

Paulos Faraj Rahho 

was kidnapped by gun-

man and subsequently 

found dead in a shal-

low grave near Mosul. 

His two body guards 

and driver were killed. 
 

Chaldean Catholics who flee Iraq usually end 

up in refugee camps in Syria, Turkey, Jordan or 

Egypt. Sadly, they typically spend 2 to 3 years 

in these refugee camps before they are relo-

cated. Australia, Germany, Greece, Jordan, the 

Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom and 

the United States are the leading countries who 

are accepting Iraqi refugees.  
 

As of the 2000 census there were 82 thousand 

Chaldean Catholics in the United States. Ac-

cording to the Chaldean American Chamber 

of Commerce there are now about 155 thou-

sand Chaldean Catholics in the United States. 

About 120 thousand are in the Detroit area and 

35 thousand are throughout the United States. 
 

T h e r e 

are two 

C h a l -

d e a n 

Catholic 

dioceses 

in the 

U n i t e d 

S t a t e s .  

The Ep-

archy of 

St. Tho-

mas the Apostle of the Chaldeans in South-

field, MI which has five parishes in the Detroit 

area and two in Chicago and The Eparchy of St. 

Peter the Apostle of the Chaldeans in San 

Diego which has six parishes in California and 

one in Arizona.  
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Fifty-nine Chaldean Churches have been  
attacked or bombed since June 2004 

St. Thomas Chaldean Church, West Bloomfield, MI 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Paulos_Faraj_Rahho.jpg


Chaldean Catholics are highly religious people 

who are proud of their Christian heritage. They 

trace their Christian heritage to Saint Thomas, 

the Apostle and thus are sometimes called  Saint 

Thomas Christians. 

 

Solar Cooking Project 

 

On August 

23rd and 

24th the IC 

Womenôs 

Group held 

a bake sale 
to raise 

money for 

their 2009 

I n t e r n a -

tional Pro-

ject. The 

money from 

the bake 

sale was 

used to sup-

port a Solar 

C o o k i n g 

Project. So-

lar cooking 

kits are be-

ing pro-

vided for the women in refugee camps in Chad 

where over 250,000 have fled from the violence in 

Darfur, Sudan.  

 

The ovens are made of aluminum foil and card-

board and last from six to nine months. They en-

able the women to cook rice, macaroni, la boule 

(tradition millet or maize-based meal, la bouille 

(porridge), millet, wheat, beans, lentils, yellow 

peas, sweet potatoes, meat, sauces and tea. These 

cookers provide an opportunity for the women to 

provide their families with protein rich grains 

that otherwise would require too much firewood. 

Boiling drinking water also reduces disease. 

Those who purchased baked goods become part 

of the solution to the problems of Darfur refu-

gees while enjoying a taste of excellent; the 

ICWGôs baked goodies!  

 

Sister Mary Paulinus Celebrates Diamond 

Jubilee 

 

On Saturday, 

September 19, 

2009 Sister 

Mary Paulinus, 

Sister Cath-

erine Marie 

and Sis ter 

Mary Prisca 

celebrated their 

75th anniver-

sary with the 

S is t e rs  o f 

Mercy. To-

gether they 

have collec-

tively served 

God for over 

225 years. A 

Celebration Mass was held 

at Saint Raphael the Arch-

angel Catholic Church in 

Louisville, KY at 2:00pm. 

A reception followed at 

Assumption High School.  

 

Some of you may know 

and remember Sister Pau-

linus. She spent 12 years at 

Immaculate Conceptionôs 

Saint Maryôs school after 

which she taught at Sacred 

Heart school until she went  

to Louisville in 1983. She 

is now 94 years young and 

sharp as a ñtackò.  
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Did you know there are two types of Deacons; Per-
manent Deacons and Transitional Deacons. A perma-
nent deacon is just that - permanent. He is generally 
a middle age or older man in a long term, stable mar-
riage. Once he is ordained to the diaconate he cannot 
marry or remarry. A Transitional Deacon is  a celibate 
man who has been ordained a deacon and who in-
tends to become a priest.  


