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Pilgrimage to Winchester, Tennessee 
 
On Saturday, September 27th parishioners from 
both Immaculate Conception and John XXIII 
went back in time when they took a pilgrimage 
to Winchester, TN to visit and tour the 100 Oaks 
Castle which was the first mission house of the 
Paulist Fathers in Tennessee. Parishioners from 
Paulist staffed parishes St. Patrick’s and St. 
Augustine’s in Memphis also attended the event. 

At 11:30am Mass was celebrated by Bishop 
Houck at Good Shepherd Church in Decherd, 
TN. The St. Augustine’s Gospel Choir sang very 
lively music in a traditional Gospel manner at 
the Mass. 

Following Mass a 
buffet lunch was en-
joyed by all. On the 
return trip to Knox-
ville we visited St. 
Marg are t  Mar y 
Church in Alto, TN. 
 
This pilgrimage was 
the final celebration 
event of the Paulist 
Fathers 150th Anni-
versary year. What a 
great way to wrap-up 
a fabulous year.  

A Beacon on the Hill 
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Did You Know? 
 
There are 17 stained glass 
windows depicting Saints 
favored in Irish devotions 
in Immaculate Concep-
tion Church. Two are 
hidden by the cry room 
and reconciliation room. 
The exact origin of these 
windows is unknown, 
although it is believed 
they were made in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. In 1985 
protective glass was 
added on the outside. 
They are considered to be 
irreplaceable and price-
less. Each of the 14 side 
windows of the Saints 
has two parts. The upper 
section depicts a Catholic 
saint. The lower section 
contains a religious sym-
bol. The borders of the 
lower section contain 
dogwood flowers with the 
nails of the cross between 
the petals.  
 
The three stained glass 
windows above the alter 
in the apse are (from left 
to right) St. Francis Xa-
vier, The Immaculate 
Conception and another 
depiction of the Virgin 
Mary. The side windows 
(from front to back) on 
the east side (left side fac-
ing the altar) are St. 
Bridget, St. Rose of 
Lima, St. George, St. 
Anne, St. Michael the Archangel and St. Patrick. 
On the west side (right side facing the altar) are 
St. Margaret Mary, St. Jeanne de Chantal, St. 
Rosamund, an unnamed Bishop, St. Catherine of 
Alexandria and Mary, Mother of God.  

 
Meet Ed Bell, Our New Director of Music 
and Liturgy 
 

Ed Bell joined 
us in mid-
August  as our 
new Director of 
Music and Lit-
urgy. Ed and his 
wife, Lisa, hail 
f r o m Wes t 
Memphis, Ar-
kansas. Ed has 
been recently 
working at Our 
Lady of the 
Presentation in 
Lee’s Summit, 
Missouri.  
 

Ed and Lisa’s plan is that Lisa will remain in 
West Memphis to sell their house and then relo-
cate to Knoxville. In the meantime  Ed will be  
on his own. I’m sure he would enjoy an invite 
for a good home cooked dinner. Welcome 
aboard Ed.  
 

Rite of Welcome  
 
On Sunday, August 17 at the 11:30 Mass we 
celebrated the Rite of Welcome. Candidates 
Nancy Arnold, David McMahan, and Anthony 
Taylor, who are already baptized, declared their 
intention to study the Catholic faith and further 
discern their call to enter into full communion 
with the Church. Mary Catherine Willard, 
Phillip Flanagan, and Danny Lane are their 
sponsors. 
 

Please give them a warm and heartfelt welcome, 
and please pray for the candidates and their 
sponsors. 
 
In Living Technicolor! 
 
If you would like to see all the pictures featured 
in The Summit Hill Beacon in color go to our 
web site icknoxville.org and then go to the 
Quarterly Newsletter page. Open the newslet-
ter you would like to see the pictures in color. 
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Saint Jeanne de Chantal 

Saint  Margaret Mary 



  
Six Generations of Lavin’s at Immaculate 
Conception Church 
 
When Payton Boyd was 
baptized at the 2008 
Easter Vigil on March 
22nd she became the sixth 
generation of Lavin’s at 
Immaculate Conception. 
Payton’s Great, Great, 
Great Grandfather, John  
Lavin helped build the 
original Immaculate Con-
ception Church in 1855. 
 
J o h n 
L a v i n 
who was  
f r o m 
Co u nt y 
C o r k , 
I r e land 
is in the 
f r o n t 
row of 
this  pic-
ture of 
the original Immaculate Conception Church. He 
worked as the caretaker at Gray Cemetery (now 
Old Gray Cemetery on Broadway). 
 
Here’s the Lavin’s family connection to Im-
maculate Conception Church. WOW! 

 
John Edward Lavin and Blanche O’Connor were 
married at Immaculate Conception in 
1901.Thomis E. Lavin who is a Korean War Ma-
rine Corps Veteran and a Purple Heart recipient 
is the current patriarch of the Lavin family and 
the proud Grandfather of Payton. 
 

 
If your family has an interesting heritage at Im-
maculate Conception let us know so we can 
share your story with current generation parish-
ioners. Our heritage is our strength.  
 

Bake Sale 
 

The Immaculate Conception Coordinating 
Committee (ICCC) sponsored a Bake Sale in  
support of the Immaculate Conception and St. 
Albert the Great ministries that serve monthly 
meals at the Volunteer Ministry Center. The 
Bake Sale was held at Immaculate Conception 
after all  Masses on August 23 and 24. 

The Hospitality and Service Umbrella Group 
which includes the following six committees 
Bereavement Luncheon Committee, Sunday 
Hospitality, Van Drivers, Health Ministry, La-
dies of Charity, and Knights of Columbus 
hosted the event. Members of these groups 
baked the goodies and  special treats. Over $400 
was raised and donated to the Volunteer Minis-
try Center.  
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John Lavin 
John Edward Lavin  
Thomas S. Lavin 
Thomas E. Lavin 
Meredith (Lavin) Morales 
Payton Boyd 

�  1st Generation 
�  2nd Generation 
�  3rd Generation 
    4th Generation 
    5th Generation 
    6th Generation 

Isn’t it strange 
ho w ever yo ne 
wants front row 
tickets to concerts 
or UT games but 
will do whatever is 
necessary in order 
to sit in the back of 
the church. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Order has been called “the strong right arm 
of the Church” and has been praised by popes, 
presidents and other world leaders, for support 
of Church Programs of evangelization and 
Catholic education, civic involvement and aid 
to those in need. 
 
There are four “Degrees” of Knighthood within 
the Knights of Columbus. The initiation cere-
monies are the only facets of the Order which 
are not made known to non-members. Each of 
the Degrees is designed to exemplify one of the 
four principals of the Order: Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity and Patriotism. The Degrees must be 
taken in order.  
 
Every applicant must take the First, or Member-
ship Degree before he can be considered a 
member of the Knights of Columbus. Once he 
has taken his First Degree, he becomes a mem-
ber in good standing in the Order. To reach full 
Knighthood, members must also take the Sec-
ond and Third Degrees. Members must have 
taken the Third Degree to be elected to Council 
offices or to enter into the Fourth Degree. Once 
a man has been a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus for a year and has taken his Third De-
gree, he is eligible to join a Fourth Degree As-
sembly.  
 
T h e 
Fo urt h 
Degree 
Assem-
bly  has 
its own 
s t r u c -
t u r e 
s e p a -
r a t e 
f r o m 
that of 
the Council. Fourth Degree Assemblies gain 
their membership from Fourth Degree members 
of several Councils within a larger geographic 
area. The most visible members of the Order are 
often the Fourth Degree Color Corps, with their 
colorful capes, chapeaux and sabers.  
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The Knights of Columbus is a lay Catholic fra-
ternal service organization. Membership in the 
Knights of Columbus is open to all practical 
Catholic men in communion with the Holy See, 
age eighteen and above. The term practical 
Catholic implies that a person accepts and abides 
by the Commandments of God and the precepts 
and tenets of the Catholic church. 
 
On October 2, 1881, Father Michael McGivney, 
the 29-year-old assistant pastor at St. Mary's 
Church in New Haven, Connecticut, brought to-
gether a group of laymen with whom he dis-
cussed his dream for a Catholic fraternal society. 
It not only would assist widows and orphans of 
deceased members through its life insurance pro-
gram, but also would boost members' sense of 
pride in their Catholic religion, then frequently 
challenged in the anti-Catholic climate of 19th-
century America. Father McGivney and his asso-
ciates met several more times over the next sev-
eral months to continue planning. The  new or-
ganization, the Knights of Columbus,  was for-
mally launched in early February, 1882. 
 
The officers of the new Catholic organization 
chose the name Knights of Columbus to honor 
Christopher Columbus, the Catholic discoverer 
of America. The word “Knights” is also signifi-
cant. The Knights are ever mindful of the 
knightly qualities of spirituality and service to 
the church that is embodied in the Knights of 
Columbus. The Order evolved into a service 
organization with a strong family orientation. By 
the end of 1897 the Order was thoroughly rooted 
in New England, along the upper Atlantic sea-
board and into Canada. Within the next eight 
years it branched out from Quebec to California, 
and from Florida to Washington. The Knights of 
Columbus headquarters remains in New Haven. 
There are now more than 1.7 million members in 
14,000 councils, with nearly 200 councils on col-
lege campuses throughout the world.  
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 The Magic of Chemistry 
 

In celebration of this year’s “National Chemis-
try Week” Dr. Al Hazari, IC Pastoral Council 
member, presented his 18th annual Chemistry 
Magic Show on October 23rd at UTK Buehler 
Hall. The Theme was “Having A Ball With 
Chemistry”. Over 350 people of all ages at-
tended Al’s educational and fun show. Honor-
ing Al by his presence was Dr. Bruce Bursten 
the 2008 President of the American Chemical 
Society and Dean of the UTK College of Arts 
and Sciences.  

 

FIXIN’ TO ASK THE BAPTISTS 
 

On Wednesday, November 5th parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception had the opportunity to 
ask questions about the Baptist approach to 
scripture, faith, doctrine, and church policy. A 
panel from First Baptist Church, including Dr. 
Bill Shiell, visited Immaculate Conception to 
reciprocate hospitality and foster a Paulist ecu-
menical approach for open-minded dialogue 
and better understanding of our common heri-
tage. It was a very enlightening evening.  

Fifth Annual Blue Mass 
 
On September 29th the feast of St. Michael and 
the Archangels the Knights of Columbus organ-
ized the fifth annual Blue Mass which was cele-
brated at Holy Ghost Church. The Blue Mass was 
dedicated to our police, firefighters and uni-
formed emergency personnel who put themselves 
in harm’s way for us. Following the Mass sau-
sage and biscuits were served in the church hall. 
 

Thanks to all of you for your courageous service 
to our community. May God always bless and 
protect you.  
 
All Soul’s Day Remembrance 
 
On Saturday, November 1st a special Liturgy for 
the Vigil of All Soul’s Day was celebrated at 
6:00pm. We gathered to remember and celebrate 
those loved ones who have proceeded us in 
death. Following the celebration of the Mass 
there was a pot lick supper in the parish hall. 

����������	
����
����������
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Church of St. Paul the Apostle Named Holy 
Place to Receive Plenary Indulgencies 
  
St. Paul the Apos-
tle, the mother 
church of the Pau-
list Fathers, in 
New York City has 
been named a holy 
place to receive 
plenary indul-
gences during the 
Holy Year of St. 
Paul the Apostle. 
The holy year pro-
claimed by Pope 
Benedict XVI lasts 
from June 29, 
2008 through June 29, 2009, and commemorates 
the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of St. Paul.  

WHAT’S AN  INDULGENCE? An indulgence 
is the remission of the temporal punishment due 
to sins already forgiven. The church’s teaching 
on purgatory is premised  on the fact that there 
remains remnants of sin to be purged even after 
the sin itself has been forgiven, and that this 
process of sanctification may not be fully com-
pleted in this life and may therefore require fur-
ther purgation after death prior to the soul’s full 
participation in the vision of God. 
 
The doctrine of the communion of saints means 
that all the faithful – living and dead – are united 
together in Christ and can be of assistance to 
each other, interceding for one another in the 
process of sanctification. In granting an indul-
gence, the church intercedes on one’s behalf by 
applying the merits of the saints to an individual 
still on earth or in purgatory.�
 
An indulgence may be either partial  or plenary. 
A partial indulgence means that a portion of the 
temporal punishment due to a forgiven sin is re-
mitted. Partial indulgences are received either by  
 
 

doing  some  act  to  which a partial indulgence 
is attached or by the incomplete fulfillment of 
the conditions attached to a plenary indul-
gence. A plenary indulgence remits all the sat-
isfaction required for one’s already forgiven 
sins.  
 
A plenary indulgence may be obtained at Saint  
Paul the Apostle on the days designated below. 
The conditions attached to a plenary indulgence 
include (1) sacramental confession, (2) Eucha-
ristic communion, (3) prayer for the Pope’s in-
tentions by those who are truly penitent  and (4) 
attending a devout celebration of a sacred rite in 
honor of Saint Paul to be concluded by the reci-
tation of the “Our Father” and the “Creed” and 
with an invocation to both the Most Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Saint Paul. 
 
The days designated to receive a Plenary In-
dulgence at the Church of Saint Paul the Apos-
tle are: (1) the closing day (June 29, 2009) of 
the Pauline Year, (2) the last Sunday of each 
month, (3) any day that  you visit St. Paul the 
Apostle as a group for the sake of a devotion, 
and (4) any day chosen by a faithful individual. 

For additional information contact Father Ron 
Franco, C.S.P., Associate Pastor of St. Paul the 
Apostle, at contact@stpaultheapostle.org or 
(212) 265-3495.  
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A Warm Welcome To Newly Registered Im-
maculate Conception Parishioners 
 

Thirteen new families and ten individuals have 
joined Immaculate Conception in the last quarter 
including Amanda Lutzy, Rachael Brown, 
Megan Maxwell and Madison Backus, Jason & 
Casey Trammell and Gunner and Cameron 
Trammell, Patricia Richmond, Jennifer Sea-
graves, Michael & Lynne Costantini, Nicholas & 
Ashley Jahn, Frank & Paula Feeley, Todd 
Naelitz & Amanda McMaster and Aidan Naelitz, 
Shirley Harris, Lika Jones and Lika Alexandra 
Jones, Melissa Frame, Michael Jones, J. Mat-
thew & Suzanne Judd and Jack and Katie Judd, 
Sasha Feole, Bradley & Jennifer McCarter, 
Carol LeFevre, Benjamin & Gail Smith, Dona, 
Lauren, and Kristin Smith, Tuyen & Hoa 
Nguyen, Nghia Michael Tran, and Thinh Duc 
Tran & Lang Thi Huynh and Hung Phi Tran and 
Vinh Quang Tran. 
 

On behalf of the Paulist Fathers and all Immacu-
late Conception parishioners, The Summit Hill 
Beacon extends a warm welcome to all of you 
and we pray you will find Immaculate Concep-
tion a loving and caring Catholic community. 
 

As We Enter into the Advent Season Let Us 
All Rejoice 
 

In just a few 
weeks we 
will  cele-
brate the 
birth of our 
Lord, Jesus 
Christ. The 
Summit Hill 
B e a c o n 
would like to 
wish you a 
merry and 
b l e s s e d 
C h r i s t m a s 
and a very 
h a p p y , 
blessed and  
prosperous  
New Year.   

 
Quarterly Financial Report 
 
As so eloquently stated by Father Joe in the last 
Summit Hill Beacon “stewardship is the RE-
SPONSIBILITY of each and every one of us.  
No one is exempt.”  
 
Stewardship is using the gifts God has given us 
to do the work God is calling us to do. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can best give of 
your time, talent and treasure to support the 
numerous programs and activities at Immacu-
late Conception. 
 
Thank you so very much for your continued 
generosity. May God bless you for your contri-
butions to Immaculate Conception.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Summit Hill Beacon contact person is pa-
rishioner Paul Schmidt at (865) 607-2111 or 
paul_schmidt@bellsouth.net. All comments and 
suggestions are welcomed. 
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 Income (7/1/08 - 9/30/08) 
  

 YTD Total Planned Income       
 Regular Offertory Giving      
 Additional Income (1)         
 YTD Total Actual Income      
 (Under) or Over       
 
 Expenses (7/1/08 - 9/30/08) 
 

 YTD Total Actual Expenses     
 
 YTD Income less Expenses    
 
(1) Includes Holy Day & Parish Collections, Donations, 
        Candles and Mass Stipends 

$183,101.88 
$140,618.83 

$  10,810.17 
$151,429.00 
$ (31,672.88) 
 
 
 
$162,869.33 

 
$ (11,440.33) 

A n o t h e r 
Thought! Isn’t 
it strange how a 
20 dollar bill 
seems like such 

a large amount when we donate it to a 
church, but  such a small amount when we 
go shopping? 

����������	�
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Featured Group - Knights of Columbus, Council 645 
 

Council 645 is "The Original Knoxville Coun-
cil."  and draws its support from Immaculate 
Conception, Holy Ghost, and  John XXIII Par-
ishes. Council 645 has over 100 members.  
 

Council business meetings are held on the first  
Tuesday of the month at Shea Hall. Social meet-
ings are held on the third Tuesday of each 
month. Council 645 invites you to  visit their 
council website at www.korrnet.org/kc645. 

Council 645 is over 100 years old and was hon-
ored to host the 2002 State Convention in Knox-
ville from May 2-5, 2002.  Council 645 supports 
St. Joseph School throughout the year in various 
activities.  Council 645 may be unique in Ten-
nessee because it has a motorcycle divi-
sion.  Council 645 continues to support the Ser-
toma Center and Sunshine Industries and are 
committed to support the Knoxville Columbus 
Home, a home for abused and neglected children 
which Council 645 was instrumental in form-
ing. Council 645 is presently working to reacti-
vate its Columbian Squire Circle.  
 
Council 645 received two honors at the recent 
state Knights convention in Franklin, TN.  The 
then Grand Knight Jack McCusker and past 
Grand Knight Dr. Elvin “Doc” Davidson repre-
sented the council at the convention.  
 
Council 645 received the state’s Chaplain’s 
Award for its efforts with the annual Blue Mass 
and the Youth Activity Award for its support of 
St. Joseph School. 
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